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MINUTES OF THE VILLAGE BOARD OF LONG GROVE 

Tuesday, May 24, 2016 at 7:00 P.M. 

3110 OLD MCHENRY ROAD, LONG GROVE, ILLINOIS 60047-9613 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 
At 7:00 P.M., Village President Underwood called the May 24, 2016 Village Board Meeting to Order. 

 

OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:  

Village President:  Underwood 

Trustees Present: Borys, Jacob, Lyman, Marshall, Sarlitto, Yaeger 

Trustees Absent: None 

Village Manager: Lothspeich (in attendance at 8:25 p.m.)  

Village Clerk: Locker-Scheer 

Village Attorney: Filippini 

Village Planner: Hogue 

Village Engineer: Shrake 

 

VISITOR’S BUSINESS 

 

Call To Order: Recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance  

 

Announcement that Village Manager Lothspeich unable to attend meeting due to family emergency.   

 

Homeowner Associations: 

Indian Creek Club - Bill Jacob 

Trains have been idling behind properties.  Significant increase in train traffic.  The engine idling shakes 

neighborhood homes and creates diesel fumes.  Staff will contact the train company to find out changes.   

Wetland and drain pipe issues have been shared with staff and are currently under investigation.  The 

Breckenridge road extension included in long term plan should not be headline. 

 

The following homeowner associations were invited to the meeting but did not have a representative in 

attendance:  Fields of Long Grove. 

 

Historic Downtown Long Grove’s Chocolate Festival Recap: 

Ryan Messner provided a report on the Chocolate Festival.  Approximately 39,000 to 42,000 attendees, 

for the slowest festival which previously had 20,000 attendees.  Records broken and created a lot of buzz.  

Also, potential tenants attended to see the festivals.  Perfect weather and a lot of publicity.  There were 

955 tickets distributed through the Long Grove Living magazine that were redeemed by Long Grove 

residents.  Three Lakes subdivision had some concerns about parking, traffic and late noise.  There were 

only two issues reported, with both related to heat.  Future remote parking: Finch lot, Woodlawn/Country 

Meadows School and others; anticipating 1,000 parking spots.  Missing the parking at the Harbor Chase 
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location.  Trustee Yaeger requested the proposed parking plan before Summerfest.  Request for safety 

provisions for residents living south of Old 53.  Request for Old Schaeffer path to be cleared so that 

people can see it for walking.  Interest from Sunset Grove in participating in the future, as they saw the 

benefits of higher sales and traffic in their area as well.  Recommendation of crossing guards being in 

place to/from Sunset Grove.  Trustee Marshall asked about using Pace buses from trains; discussion about 

where the attendees are coming from.  Discussion about music locations and hours.  Rides proposed for 

11 – 6 on Friday and Sunday and 10 – 6 on Saturday. 

 

Ed Pastowitz, resident: Music levels too high and too late.  Even too loud during daytime.  Safety issue on 

Robert Parker Coffin – concerns about parking on this narrow road. Roads should be open for fire and 

emergency vehicles.  Ryan Messner shared that he can have people address the noise levels.  Sheriff in 

attendance said that the roads are monitored and vehicles considered to be a risk are towed.  

 

John Heidman, resident: Music levels heard inside house.  Shared that there is a stated decibel level that is 

in the ordinances.  There will be a review of the ordinances for the upcoming Summerfest.  Trustee Borys 

shared that decibel ranges change with the temperature.  The festival is managed by Ravenswood / Gerard 

Audio, a third party management company. Discussion about financial benefits of festivals to the Village 

(Note: Festivals are run by the Village business organization and not the Village of Long Grove). 

 

Vicky Juster, resident: One of the best events in years and hearing so much positive feedback from others 

about the festival.  People were happy and dancing.  Great event!  

 

Question about accommodations for handicapped.  Ryan Messner shared that there was handicapped 

parking available at Archer lots.  Attendants at all entrances had walkie-talkies throughout so at entrances, 

people can request access to handicapped locations.  

 

Sheriff: No calls received.  Put extra patrols in place as more people arrived.  The Sheriff in attendance 

had worked all three days.  If there had been an issue, the police would have addressed it.   

 

Special Event & Signage Applications:  
The Historic Downtown Long Grove (formerly the LGBCP) recommended approval of the following 

Special Events & Temporary Signage applications:  

Prairie State Half Marathon - Oct. 8
th
 

Turkey Trot: Thanksgiving - Nov. 24th. 

 

Trustee Jacob moved to approve the 2016 Special Event applications and temporary 

signage for (1) Prairie State Half Marathon (Oct. 8
th

) and (2) Turkey Trot (Thanksgiving - 

Nov. 24); seconded by Trustee Sarlitto. 

 

VOICE VOTE: 

All ayes, no nays (Motion carried 6 – 0) 

 

Village Trustee Yaeger pulled the following applications for further discussion.    

 

Summerfest Carnival Rides: June 24–26.   

Discussion: Village President shared that the class of 3
rd

 graders attended a meeting yesterday and they discussed 

rides and all voted for having the rides.  Board expressed concerns about taking away 75 parking spaces in the 

parking lot for these rides.  Board consensus that future festival plans must address parking and safety issues. 

Trustee Jacob asked about background checks being conducted on carnival staff. The Fire Department plans to 

attend the carnival company’s event this weekend and will verify the process.  Village Attorney Filippini 

discussed Village’s exposure to liability in case of an accident. 
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Trustee Sarlitto moved to approve the 2016 Special Event Application for Summerfest 

Carnival Rides (June 24–26), subject to: 

a) HDLG providing evidence to Village before the next Board meeting of 1,000 remote 

parking spaces; 

b) Rides being limited to the hours of 11:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m., except for Saturday 

and Sunday from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.; and 

c) Staff review and approval of the plans 

; seconded by Trustee Lyman. 

 

VOICE VOTE: 

On voice vote, the Board approved (5-1, Trustee Yaeger - nay) 

 

Cruise Nights (Wednesday 4-9 p.m.) 

Discussion: Item tabled as application is incomplete. 

 

Lake County Sheriff's & Long Grove Fire District's Report: 

Discussion: Sergeant Kaiser shared that there was a home break-in since the last meeting.  Confirmed 

that an incident printout is being sent to the Village Manager on a weekly basis.  Sheriff reported that 

the ruse burglaries have started – none to date in Long Grove, but there have been some in Libertyville. 

Warned residents to not allow anyone in your house that approaches you while outside. 

 

Public Comment 

Rita O’Connor: Came to clear up some misunderstandings about the setup of the Village anniversary 

celebration.  People in One Long Grove, a PAC, came up with idea to have a celebration.  Long Grove 

Neighbors is a group that was created as a civic organization for residents.  Any questions should be 

addressed to Rita.  Great excitement going around about Bridges being created.  Village Attorney 

Filippini reviewed the state law that doesn’t allow a governmental unit to use monies from political 

organizations.  Concerns about Village needs certainty about the civic organization being a recognized 

entity.  Food for Others is planned to be used as the entity.  All 25 bridges are out and will be displayed in 

the near future.  Planning to culminate in September with a Bridge auction. 

 

Richard and Darlene Pendergast, Addresses: 4339 and 4316 Half Day Road (33 acres total).  IDOT is 

looking at their property for widening of road.  They said that the Village has a resolution in support of 

widening of road.  They said that IDOT is looking at eminent domain; understand that land would go to a 

forest preserve for some of the property.  Invite any board members to tour the property.  Read an 

assessment about their property going to Long Grove Park District.  Want people on 22 to be informed of 

any activities and explain to the public what IDOT is planning to do.  Owners shared that 25 years ago, 

their long-term plan was to combine the two properties for development.  Concerns that Board needs to be 

aware of IDOT resolutions.  At Kemper meeting, they opposed the plans.  Hadn’t heard about this for a 

couple years until recently.  Contacted by an appraiser a couple weeks ago (sent from State of Illinois).  

Concerns about communications to residents and want to have support of the Board with IDOT.  Trustee 

Lyman recommended submission of items for review by the Board.  Trustee Sarlitto pointed out that it is 

the correct time for review due to long term planning in process.  Original resolution at Kemper in 2013; 

then in 2014 there was another resolution passed.  Recommendation for residents to be in touch with 

Village Manager Lothspeich. 

 

Item #1: Report of the Architectural Commission (AC) Meeting - May 16, 2016. 

The AC reviewed the following during their meeting: 

A. One replacement monument sign for the “Long Grove Car Care Center”, 7151 IL Rt. 83. 
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B. Signage for “Arboria of Long Grove” (formerly Verizon Wireless), Sunset Grove, Bldg. E, 4188 

IL Rt. 83. 

C. Replacement signage for Village Hall and the Archer School/Ruth Barn, 3110 Old McHenry 

Road. 

D. Update and proposed amendments to the Village of Long Grove Comprehensive Plan. 

Discussion: Village Planner Hogue reviewed the AC recommendations of all three signs.  Trustee Jacob 

asked whether the signage for the Village Hall could be larger.  Planner Hogue shared the review and 

concerns about visibility at turn. 

 

Question about temporary signage at Sunset Grove.  Signage will not be moved. 

 

Item #2:  Consideration of a Resolution approving a handbook for elected officials. (Res. #2016-R-

16) 

Discussion: Village Manager Lothspeich revised the draft policy manual based upon discussion by the 

Village Board at the May 10
th
 meeting.  Board agreed to table until the next meeting to allow time for 

review.  Revisions should be sent to Village Manager Lothspeich.  Trustee Yaeger would provide edited 

Word document. 

 

Item #3: Consideration of a Resolution approving an Intergovernmental Agreement between The 

Village of Long Grove and the Village of Buffalo Grove for Lake Michigan Water. (Res. 

#2016-R-17). 

Discussion: Village Manager Lothspeich shared that there are some engineering issues to be reviewed.  

Review of contractual provisions followed.  Trustee Sarlitto asked about the percentage increase (Section 

7B, p. 16) included in the surcharge threshold.  Clarification is that this is the threshold at which the 

increase would kick in.  Trustee Jacob questioned the terms of the payment due date (Item 2, p. 17).  

Village Attorney Filippini shared the availability of suppliers and suppliers concern of the entities that 

they sell to.  Long Grove would not be able to serve anyone within Buffalo Grove and vice versa.  Trustee 

Yaeger questioned this ruling if parties in the future wanted to extend water line that crosses Long Grove 

properties.  Discussion that Buffalo Grove is only interested in one point of connection.  Trustee Jacob 

also concerned about “oversizing” section wording. Village Engineer Shrake equated Long Grove to a big 

subdivision.  Trustee Borys questioned references to Appendix B which doesn’t exist, who pays for what   

and who owns what (Section 2, Definition)?  Village Attorney Filippini confirmed that Buffalo Grove 

connection facilities are owned by Buffalo Grove and Long Grove connection facilities are the property 

of Long Grove.  Trustee Borys asked questions about check meters and water meters, calibrations, 

allocation of costs, and rate of withdrawal (Section 9, Item L), property rights acquisition for easements 

that are the responsibility of Long Grove, and tax covenants (Section 15).  Trustee Jacob requested that 

the Table of Contents and bookmark reference be cleaned up.  Trustee Marshall questioned how long it 

would take to get our water systems up and running if the Buffalo Grove system were shut down; Village 

Engineer Shrake shared that they can look at dep well system that Buffalo Grove has in place.  Trustee 

Yaeger questioned the borders of the watermain area per the map and suggested a high density area be 

added.  Limitation is 100K of gallons that can be provided daily; Village Engineer Shrake shared that 

there would have to be improvements to the system for expansion (second connection). Board agreement 

to have Staff discuss revisions with Buffalo Grove. 

 

Item #4: Proposed downtown public water and potential downtown TIF incentives. 

Discussion: After discussion of the following SSA and TIF incentives, there was agreement by Board that 

the Historic Downtown Economic Development Incentives continued to be refined.  Mr. Kopecky shared 

that there is interest from the Village property owners. 

4i. Downtown Water SSA.  Staff is working with the Village Auditor and Village Engineer to 

update their water rate analysis based upon the change of water source from the NWWC to 

Buffalo Grove.  Trustee Lyman provided highlights from meeting earlier today.  Meant for Long 
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Grove Business District only.  New business revenues by the end of 2020 for financing of the 

TIF.   

 

4ii. Potential Downtown TIF Incentives.  Trustee Lyman, Trustee Jacob, Village Attorney 

Filippini and Staff met to review the various options outlined by Village Counsel to recommend 

an incentive program. New business revenues by the end of 2020 for financing of the TIF.  

Trustee Jacob discussed the number of service businesses coming to the Village.  These 

incentives are meant to entice business owners to invest in their businesses.  Parties would have 

to apply for these incentives.  Archer lots not included as they have an incentive program already 

tied into properties.  Question from Mr. Kopecky on handling of a property that received an 

incentive and is sold; thought is that incentives are transferrable.  Confirmation that these 

incentives would apply to those businesses that tear down and rebuild. 

 

Item #5: Village President Underwood. 
Administration & Legislation 

Metropolitan Mayors Conference   

Discussion: Village President Underwood shared Governor Rauner’s outline of reforms, including:  

Procurement Reforms, Pension Reforms, Term Limits, Labor Relations, Tort Reform, and more.  Resident 

request for copy of the legislation to be made available. 

   

Proposed IL 53 Extension.   

Update: Village President Underwood shared news articles regarding Lake County Chair Aaron Lawlor's 

recent announcement regarding IL Route 53.  Village President Underwood shared the reasoning of how 

many monetary points impacted his decision to oppose Route 53.   

 

Two points of relevance: 

- Preservation of land purchased by State; could be decommissioned as a greenway (long and 

involved process) 

- Road improvement refocusing on arterial roads; improvement of existing transportation. 

Feels that the Lawlor decision opens the door for Long Grove to be more vocal about the roads.   

 

Village President Underwood met with Barbara Clip and Mayor Mancino for joint effort.  Questioned the 

usage of the Highway 53 funds to be used to assist in a joint effort.  Discussion about the use of 

appropriated funds in budget. Tollway meeting will be held tomorrow (5/25/16).  Trustee Borys 

summarized Aaron Lawler’s letter, reviewed process, requested Village Attorney to provide Village 

Ordinance and State Statute for review at the next meeting.  Concurrence that Highway 53 plans haven’t 

changed at this point.  ConnectCTY has email, text and phone distribution capabilities.  Trustee Yaeger, 

Communications, shared that he had received a copy of the letter and decision was made to share the 

communications with our residents.  Village Manager Lothspeich shared that this was felt to be major 

news for Long Grove residents, which was the reasoning for distribution.  Further discussion about Aaron 

Lawlor’s letter, meaning and communication to residents.  The Pendergasts (residents in attendance) 

requested inclusion of IL 22 correspondence. 

 

Strategic Plan Goals.   

Update: Tabled for next discussion. 

 

Item #6: Village Trustee Borys. 
Finance 

A. Long Grove Arts & Music Council (LGAMC) - Funding Request. 

 

Trustee Marshall moved to approve the funding request by the Long Grove Arts and Music 
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Council in the amount of $5,000; seconded by Trustee Sarlitto. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: 

Trustee Yaeger – aye; Trustee Jacob – aye; Trustee Marshall – aye; Trustee Borys- aye; 

Trustee Lyman - aye; Trustee Sarlitto – aye. 

(Motion carried 6 – 0). 

 

B. Transfer of unspent Capital Funds from FY 2015-16 Budget to Capital Infrastructure Fund.  

Discussion: Funds already transferred to Shenandoah storm waters. 

 

Trustee Jacob moved to approve transfers totaling approximately $522,267 from current 

fiscal year 2015-16 for specified capital improvement projects to the Capital Improvement 

Fund; seconded by Trustee Marshall. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: 

Trustee Yaeger – aye; Trustee Jacob – aye; Trustee Marshall – aye; Trustee Borys- aye; 

Trustee Lyman - aye; Trustee Sarlitto – aye. 

(Motion carried 6 – 0). 

 

Request for 3 items to be included in next agenda: 

- Village Auditor Contract 

- Bank 

- Financial System. 

 

Item #7: Village Trustee Jacob. 
Roads, Bridges & Pathways 

Update: Road paving is in process at a good pace. 

 

Item #8: Village Trustee Lyman. 

Economic Development & Environmental Concerns 

Economic Development Opportunities - Menards Outlots and South 15 Access 

Update: No report.   

 

Item #9: Village Trustee Marshall. 

Building, Water & Sewer 

A. Monthly Building Department Report.  Update: April figures – second highest in 7 years. 

B. Shenandoah Storm Sewer Replacement – Easement impacts one single family home 

in Country Club Estates.  Staff met with homeowner to discuss issue.   

C. Lake Michigan water connection to existing IL 83 water system. 

 

Item #10: Village Trustee Sarlitto. 

Planning & Zoning 

Comprehensive Plan Updates - Report of Steering Committee Meeting and Policy Related Items – 

Discussion: The Grove summary from the public input results shared.  Discussion about age-out issue in 

Long Grove and commitment of open space and need for intended development to create tax.  If we 

develop additional residences, it does not provide any funding to Long Grove.  Many of the parcels are on 

bordering areas. Consultants recommend review of intended use.  Discussion ensued regarding Trustee 

stands on property use.  Board consensus that retail on periphery of Village boundaries and the benefits of 

tax revenues on properties (e.g., Menards, Sunset Grove) should be reviewed; needs to be in line with 

zoning committee; desired placement in census mix; question of what millennials will want in the future.  

Trustee Sarlitto plans to pick one issue per meeting to gain consensus. 
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Item #11: Village Trustee Yaeger. 

Security, Sustainability & Communications 

Village Communications - Open Village Hall - Village Communications Survey  

Results: 143 have signed up; Responses at 37.  Responses are directional.  Encourage everyone to sign up 

and provide feedback.   

Bridge being sent out end of this week. 

 

Item #12: Village Clerk Locker-Scheer. 

Discussion: No report. 

 

Item #13: Village Manager Lothspeich. 

Discussion: Received a complaint about tall grass on undeveloped property on Old McHenry Road. 

 

Item #14: Village Planner Hogue. 

Discussion: Report provided under Item #1. 

 

Item #15: Village Engineer Shrake. 

Discussion: No report. 

 

Item #16: Village Attorney Filippini. 

Discussion: No report.   

 

Item #17: Approval of Board Meeting Minutes 
May 10, 2016 Board Meeting Minutes.  Amendments provided by Village President Underwood. 

 

Trustee Sarlitto moved to approve the May 10, 2016 Board Meeting Minutes as amended; 

seconded by Trustee Marshall. 

 

VOICE VOTE: 

All ayes, no nays (Motion carried 6 – 0) 

 

Executive Session 

At 10:59 P.M., Trustee Sarlitto moved to go into Executive Session to discuss (1) Executive 

Session Meeting Minutes; (2) Personnel Matters; (3) Acquisition and Disposition of 

Property; and (4) Litigation; seconded by Trustee Marshall. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: 

Trustee Yaeger – aye; Trustee Jacob – aye; Trustee Marshall – aye; Trustee Borys- aye; 

Trustee Lyman - aye; Trustee Sarlitto – aye. 

(Motion carried 6 – 0). 

 

Approval of Executive Board Meeting Minutes. 
May 10, 2016 Executive Meeting Minutes.  

 

Trustee Jacob moved to approve the May 10, 2016 Executive Board Meeting Minutes; 

seconded by Trustee Sarlitto. 

 

VOICE VOTE: 

All ayes, no nays (Motion carried 6 – 0) 
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Adjournment. 

 

At 12:19 P.M., Trustee Sarlitto moved to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Trustee 

Marshall.  

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: 

Trustee Yaeger – aye; Trustee Jacob – aye; Trustee Marshall – aye; Trustee Borys- aye; 

Trustee Lyman - aye; Trustee Sarlitto – aye. 

(Motion carried 6 – 0). 


