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MINUTES OF THE VILLAGE BOARD OF LONG GROVE 

Tuesday, February 11, 2014 at 7:01 P.M. 

Long Grove Village Hall 

3110 OLD MCHENRY ROAD, LONG GROVE, ILLINOIS 60047-9613 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
At 7:01 P.M., Village President Underwood called the February 11, 2014 Village Board Meeting to 

order. 

 

OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE: 

Village President:   Underwood 

Trustees Present: Barry, Borys, Lyman, Marshall, Wachs, Yaeger 

Trustees Absent: none 

Village Manager: Lothspeich 

Village Clerk: Locker-Scheer 

Village Attorney: Filippini 

Village Planner:  Hogue 

 

Call To Order:  

Recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance  

 

VISITORS' BUSINESS:   

 

Homeowner Associations: 

Mardan Estates – Representative resident Deb Borgeson relayed that the residents of Mardan Estates have 

been waiting for roads since before the referendum. 

 

Lake County Sheriff's Report.  Update: No incidents.  Increase in traffic crashes with the most 

common being cars rear-ending other cars.  Just be safe in driving appropriately based on weather 

conditions.  

 

Item: Visitors' Business: Raffle License Application & Waiver Of The Bond Requirement.  

 

 Lake County Haven - Sunset Food.  The Lake County Haven Inc. submitted a Raffle License 

Application and is requesting waiver of bond requirements for their raffle at Sunset Foods on 

March 10 & 17, 2014. 

 

Trustee Wachs moved to approve the application for the Lake County Haven for a raffle 
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license and waive the bond requirements to conduct a raffle at Sunset Foods on March 10
th

 

and 17
th

, 2014; seconded by Trustee Lyman. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: 

Trustee Yaeger – aye; Trustee Marshall – aye; Trustee Barry – aye; Trustee Wachs - aye; 

Trustee Lyman - aye; Trustee Borys- aye. 

(Motion carried 6 – 0). 

 

ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 

Comments from Audience: 

 Church Alliance rep: Video gaming is gambling.  Long Grove has a brand in being oldworldy.  

Concerned about hurting Long Grove’s image.   

 John Kopecky, Long Grove Business owner: Went to all gaming places in the county, e.g., Lake 

Villa, Mundelein.  Took 20 minutes to spend $20.  It took a long time and one didn’t allow 

drinks.  Similar to playing a pinball machine.  In favor. 

 18 year resident: Town is dying.  Not the same as it has been.  Have to be 21 years and older to 

play.  Have to revitalize.  Need to bring people into town.  In favor.   

 Ray Rodriguez, longtime resident: Has seen many things not done because it is Long Grove.  

Can go to Bill’s Pizza in Mundelein and American Legion in Wheeling for video gambling.  

Why not have it local?  In favor. 

 Resident: This is gaming, not for people that sit at a baccarat table.  In favor. 

 Resident: Doesn’t feel that it is a benefit for any other than the restaurants.  Only people that will 

make money are those that own the games.  Consultant presentation told about Long Grove’s 

brand.  Will not be paving roads with video gaming.  Not in favor.   

 Steve Besbius, 13 years, opening business here shortly: Retail is drying up here.  Admire the 

people that are running the businesses as they continue.  Charming is different from old.  Will we 

sit and wait for businesses to come back.  Most people that are against this are not coming into 

Village.  Love the people that own the stores and they need cash flow.  Festivals are here, but 

they see closed stores. They won’t come back after a while.  No park for children to play in.  This 

is a responsible village board.  There are no obstacles to stop residents from buying $200 in 

lottery tickets.  In favor. 

 Mario Potrella, 5 year resident: Had been a Naperville resident and had come to Long Grove a lot 

when they lived away and not as much since they are residents.  If it helps the businesses, can see 

that we should adjust with the times.  In favor. 

 Julie, 5 year resident and husband has been resident over 40 years: Works as nurse at Arlington 

Race Track.  They frequent the Village Tavern to support the community.  Would like something 

like Naperville.  Something needs to be done to have people not have to leave Long Grove.  In 

favor. 

 Resident of 20 years: Kids are finally at the age that they could send them into Long Grove, but 

there isn’t anything for kids.  This is a community full of families and children.  Daughter goes to 

Long Grove Theatre.  Not a lot for children to do in the Village.  Wishes that there was.  Put in 

ice cream shop. Likes music festivals. Not comfortable if there is video gambling.  Not in favor. 

 Marcia Marshall: Exhibits art in the Long Grove gallery and knows what it is like to sit and wait 

for people to come in.  Not in favor. 

 Resident: Symptom of a bigger problem.  Needs bigger plan.  Arts and Music council has done a 
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great job putting programs together and there are people that come.  This is a bandaid.  Do what 

the consultant said and there was nothing about video gambling.  Not in favor. 

 Resident: We are a passionate town.  Gaming is not the answer to all problems. But we need a 

change.  In favor. 

 

Item #1:   Report Of The February 4, 2014 Plan Commission & Zoning (PCZBA) Board of 

Appeals Meeting. 

The Plan Commission & Zoning Board Of Appeals (PCZBA) considered the following requests during 

their meeting.     

A. Public Hearing: Amendments To Zoning Code Re: Permitted and Special Uses in the B-1 

Historic District: 

Presentation By Bridget Lane, BDI Consultants - Analysis Of Current Conditions, Community 

Aspirations & Marketplace Opportunities For Downtown Long Grove. (Continued) 

B. Text Amendment To Allow Video Gaming Within The B-1 Downtown, New Midwest 

Capital. (Recommended Denial) 

Discussion: Village Planner Hogue summarized that Bridge Lane had a presentation of uses (list 

provided).  Results favorably received by the Planning Commission.  There had been a discussion with 

Bridget Lane that gaming should be considered.  Planning commission vote: 1 ayes, 4 nays, 1 abstention.  

The abstention was from a member wanting more input from the community.  Wanted more input from 

the community.    Member of the Planning Commission was present and said that something has to be 

done for downtown Long Grove (e.g., post office, ice skating, library).  Has received dozens of letters to 

vote against video gaming but none in favor. 

 Yaeger:  Emails received – all against.  Interesting that tonight there were so many people in favor.   

 Marshall: Many emails.  More positive remarks this evening.  Walked the business district and talked 

with many.  Didn’t see the passion seen here tonight.  Doesn’t seem that negative a thing.  Not in 

favor. 

 Trustee Barry: Many emails against.  Had been on planning commission.  Village Board has a 99% 

history of going along with Planning Commission and will follow suit.  Not in favor. 

 Trustee Wachs: Greatest responsibility is to residents.  Residents are not for this.  This is first 

consideration for the people of the town.  Need to be concerned about downtown.  Think that we 

have been.  And this Board is the most supportive in 63 years that he has been in Long Grove.  Not in 

favor.  Need to support planning commission. 

 Trustee Lyman: Easy to put together list of things for the town.  Difficult is implementing change and 

supporting controversial topics.  It will be a combination of ideas.  Benefit is that this doesn’t require 

a large financial burden to implement.  With numerous properties in bankruptcy, there are larger 

decisions to be made.  Verbally more in favor than against.  Sees this bringing more restaurants and 

in doing that bring the residents into town.  Do not see increased violence in other local towns that 

have video gambling.  Want property values to be maintained.  No signage in front of the restaurants.  

In favor. 

 Trustee Borys: Moved 5 years ago from Naperville/Elmhurst.  Since moving here, don’t come to the 

downtown anymore.  Issue is that it takes someone with capital to seize the opportunity which is 

tough.  Looked for studies since last meeting.  Nothing available about video gambling.  Only on 

casinos and they were studies by groups opposing gambling.  University studies looked at data and 

behavior and the results were mixed and inconclusive.  Nothing says that even casinos are negative.  

Believes that government should be the least intrusive.  Change in ordinance to allow it but still 

needs permit.  Doesn’t see an issue, can drive to several locations in the near area if you want to.  In 
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favor.  

 

 Trustee Marshall questioned whether this is something that could be sunset.  Per Village Attorney 

Filippini, there would be carryover rights for those that receive licenses.  Village Manager 

Lothspeich said that this was confirmed to be just for the B1 area.  Initial petition was for all of Long 

Grove, but this vote is only applicable to the historic downtown area.  Mr. Kopecky has been on the 

Board of the LGBCP and shared that everyone is for it and don’t understand the dire situation that the 

shops are in.  Anticipate half of the shops that are still here will be gone in the next year.  Village 

President Underwood understands that the businesses are in difficult situations.  Trustee Borys said 

that it is really the minority that are concerned and the rest just don’t seem to care.  Voting against 

the motion would keep the ordinance as is.  Voting for the motion allows this to go forward for 

voting at the next meeting.  Just directs that the question be framed for the next meeting. 

 

Trustee Borys moved to direct the Village Counsel to prepare the necessary ordinance to 

amend the Village Code to allow Video Gaming within the B-1 Historic District for Village 

Board consideration during the February 25, 2014 Board Meeting; seconded by Trustee 

Lyman. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: 

Trustee Yaeger – nay; Trustee Marshall – aye; Trustee Barry – nay; Trustee Wachs - nay; 

Trustee Lyman - aye; Trustee Borys- aye, Village President Underwood - nay. 

(Motion failed 3 – 4). 

 

Item #2:   Report Of February 10, 2014 Architectural Commission (AC) Meeting: 

The Architectural Commission (AC) considered the following signage requests during their meeting.  

Village Planner Hogue provided a brief summary of the AC meeting. 

 Outdoor Parking Lot Lighting For “Mill Pond Shops” 225 Robert Parker Coffin Road, New 

Midwest Capital. 

Discussion: Outdoor lighting requested.  When the property was acquired, there were fixtures that were 

not to code.  They should have had a permit.  Provided lighting plan. Fixtures replaced on a one-for-one 

basis, so no additional fixtures.  Lighting hidden in the trees and to code.  Recommended for approval.  

Village Manager Lothspeich is not aware of any complaints about the lighting even with the foliage 

down.  No action required as Board was in agreement with the Landscaping Committee.   

 

Item #3:  Consideration Of A Proposal From Hey & Associates, Inc. For Preliminary 

Engineering & Route Study For A Village Pathway Connection Between Checker Road And 

Buffalo Creek Forest Preserve. 

Discussion: As reported during the January 28, 2014 Board Meeting, the Metropolitan Water 

Reclamation District (MWRD) and The Lake County Forest Preserve District accommodated the 

Village's request to include an extension of their existing pathway system north along Schaffer Road to 

connect to the Village's planned pathway from Checker Road which would connect to the existing 

Village pathway that ends at the northeast corner of Schaeffer Road and Checker Road.  The Village 

Board has approved the expenditure of $21,688.51 for the installation of pathways to date and has 

$16,683.43 remaining in the budget.  Village President Underwood recapped that the Village has $129K 

in Pathway Grant Funds from the Illinois Department Of Natural Resources for the installation (but not 

the engineering) of a Village Pathway making the connection between Checker Road and Buffalo Creek 



 

Village of Long Grove Board Agenda – February 11, 2014         

 Page 5 of 7 

 

Forest Preserve.  With the southernmost portion of the extension (including a pedestrian bridge) being 

paid for by the MWRD, it is hoped that this Grant will be sufficient to pay for most, if not all, of the 

costs to install this pathway.  If the funds are not used, they will be lost.  Trustee Barry added that 

originally the path was to go all the way down Schaeffer.  Complimented Village President Underwood 

for lobbying the Forest Preserve to have the paths meet.  It will be a great thing for residents on the 

south side of the village. 

 

Trustee Barry moved to approving a proposal from Hey & Associates, Inc. for a 

preliminary Engineering & Route Study for a Village pathway connection between Checker 

Road and Buffalo Creek Forest Preserve; seconded by Trustee Marshall. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: 

Trustee Yaeger – aye; Trustee Marshall – aye; Trustee Barry – aye; Trustee Wachs - aye; 

Trustee Lyman - aye; Trustee Borys- aye. 

(Motion carried 6 – 0). 

 

Item #4: Village President Underwood. 

Administration & Legislation 

A. Electric Aggregation – Update: Due to several changes in the electricity market and 

regulations, it may not continue to be advantageous to the residents for the Village to 

continue its municipal aggregation program after the current June 2014 expiration. Village 

Manager Lothspeich met with the seven electric aggregation consortium communities on 

Monday, February 10, 2014.  Primary goal is to get a better rate on electrical for residents.  

Village Manager Lothspeich does not have any new information from the meeting.  Legal 

changes have been requested by Commonwealth Edison, e.g., Municipalities will no longer 

be able to document comparison pricing.  There are additional consortium meetings planned.  

It appears that there will be higher rates for larger homes due to consumption.  He plans to 

bring updates to the Board in the next 2 to 4 weeks. 

 

Item #5: Village Trustee Barry. 

Finance & Pathways 

A. Treasurer Report For January 31, 2014.  Noted that snow plowing and salt for month of 

January – over $200,000.  Long Grove roads have been better than county roads.   

 

Trustee Barry moved to approve the Treasurer’s report for January 31, 2014; seconded by 

Trustee Marshall.   

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: 

Trustee Yaeger – aye; Trustee Marshall – aye; Trustee Barry – aye; Trustee Wachs - aye; 

Trustee Lyman - aye; Trustee Borys- aye.  

(Motion carried 5 – 0) 

 

B. Actual and Budget Comparisons For Period Ending January 31, 2014.   

C. 2014/15 Village Budgets – This was the first official review of proposed budget.  A public 

hearing will be the first meeting in April.  Village Manager Lothspeich reviewed the sections 

of the packet to guide the Trustees through review.  Discussion about the reconstruction of 
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the Long Grove Bridge.  Need a number in the budget for repair to make it safe, and a 

number for the repair of the bridge.   

 

Item #6: Village Trustee Borys. 
Environmental & Communications 

No report. 

 

Item #7: Village Trustee Lyman. 

Economic Development 

Long Grove Business & Community Partners (LGBCP) Board and Eco Devo. Committee Updates.  

Report: Village Trustee Lyman and staff attended the LGBCP Economic Development Committee 

meeting on February 10, 2104 and the LGBCP Budget Planning Workshop on February 11, 2014.  In 

two weeks, there is the Ice Melting Blues.  Encourages people to come out to support the Village. 

 

Item #8: Village Trustee Marshall. 

Building, Planning and Zoning 

A. Monthly Building Department Report - January 2014 

B. Downtown Historic Preservation Task Force 

Discussion: Video gaming has been taking a lot of time.  Historic preservation meetings to be scheduled.   

 

Item #9: Village Trustee Wachs. 

Public Works 

No report 

 

Item #10: Village Trustee Yaeger 

Security and Sustainability  

Solid Waste Agency Of Lake County (SWALCO) Board Meeting - January 23, 2014.  

Discussion: Garbage cans have been delivered.  Asked audience whether there have been 

any issues with Waste Management.  Some residents are continuing to use their own lids and 

found that 35 gallon containers are being used, but only in senior communities.  It may be 

that there will be changes in the future opening up additional options.  Trustee Wachs said 

that there are some long roads that serve 5-6 houses.  The garbage trucks back down the 

roads but the recycling trucks do not move down the roads.  Village Manager Lothspeich 

will check into the possibility of recycling trucks backing down the roads.  One resident did 

not receive any new containers.  Village Manager Lothspeich confirmed that they are 

allowing residents to use their old recycling containers. 

 

Item #11: Village Clerk Locker-Scheer 

No report. 

 

Item #12: Village Manager Lothspeich. 

No report. 

 

Item #13: Village Planner Hogue 

No report.  
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Item #14: Village Attorney Filippini. 

No report. 

 

Item #15: Approval of Board Meeting Minutes. 
January 28, 2014 Board Meeting Minutes There were amendments provided by Village Attorney 

Filippini and Village President Underwood for the January 28
th

, 2014 board meeting minutes. 

 

Trustee Marshall moved to approve the January 28
th

, 2014 Board of Trustees Minutes as 

amended; seconded by Trustee Barry. 

 

VOICE VOTE: 

All ayes, no nays (Motion carried 6-0). 

 

Item: Executive Session. 

At 8:30 P.M., Trustee Marshall moved to go into Executive Session to discuss (1) Executive 

Session Meeting Minutes; (2) Disposition of Property and (3) Litigation; seconded by Trustee 

Barry. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: 

Trustee Yaeger – aye; Trustee Marshall – aye; Trustee Barry – aye; Trustee Wachs - aye; 

Trustee Lyman - aye; Trustee Borys- aye. 

(Motion carried 6– 0). 

 

OTHER BUSINESS:    

Approval Of Executive Session Meeting Minutes: January 28, 2014. 

 

Trustee Barry moved to approve the January 28, 2014 Executive Session Minutes as 

amended; seconded by Trustee Marshall. 

 

VOICE VOTE: 

All ayes, no nays (Motion carried 6-0). 

 

Spring Break Quorum: Did a round table poll and there will be a quorum at the second March meeting. 

 

Item: Adjournment. 

At 10:27 P.M., Trustee Borys moved to Adjourn; seconded by Trustee Marshall. 

 

VOICE VOTE: 

All ayes, no nays (Motion carried 6-0). 


