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Cool Spots Methodology

The objective of the cool spots methodology is to identify important natural resource areas using indicators collected
during the Existing Conditions Assessment. Cool spots will be given special consideration as plans and policy recom-
mendations are developed.

The methodology used is based on that used for the Route 120 Corridor Planning Council’s Environmental and
Stormwater Task Force Report. The Task Force, led by Lake County Stormwater Management Commission and
including several key stakeholder groups in the Corridor, develop this methodology over an exhaustive 6 months
process.

The included preliminary map has been generated using this methodology, which is detailed on the back of this
sheet. Please feel free to mark up the map if there are areas within the Corridor that you feel are not being appropri-
ately identified. Additionally, feel free to comment on the scoring used in this methodology. The map and this sheet
can be handed back to the Project Team at the end of the meeting, or can be provided to the team later. If anyone
wishes to have a separate conversation on this with the members of the Team, please let us know by contacting
Kristi Delaurentiis from Metro Strategies at kdelaurentiis@metrostrategiesinc.com or 708-567-5156



Cool Spots Mapping Item/Factor Ranking Score Comments

Priority Sensitive Lands identified by BRAC 5

ADID wetlands (score depends on quality and function) 3-5

Threatened & Endangered Species 5

lllinois Natural Area Inventory Sites

Illinois Nature Preserves

Corps Wetland Mitigation Sites

Biologically Significant Streams

Sites with wetland bank potential

Lake County Forest Preserves

A OO 0 o1 o o1 O

Dedicated/Protected Open Space

Includes the following lands: The Conservation Fund, Conserve
Lake County, Deed Restricted Land, lllinois Department of Natural
Resources, Libertyville Township Open Space, Prairie Crossing
HOA, The Nature Conservancy, Openlands, Natural Resources
Conservation Service, Local Parks

Lake County Wetland Inventory (20 acres and larger)

Floodway (FEMA and SMC)

SMC Floodplain Buyout Properties

Streams

303-D Streams

Lake County Wetland Inventory (5-20 acres)

Lake County Wetland Inventory (0-5 acres)

USGS Flood of Record

SMC Flood Hazard Inventory

Green Infrastructure Vision - Connectivity Areas

Forest/Woodland

Prairie/Savanna

Lake County Farm Land

Hydric Soils

Erodible Soils

WDO Buffer Areas
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Very Highly Permeable Soils

Additional Comments




Hot Spots Methodology

The objective of the hot spots methodology is to build upon the data and analysis of the transportation, market, and
land use portions of the Existing Conditions Assessment to identify areas that are likely to ignificant land
use change as a result of the new facility being built. Hot spots will receive additional detailed planning attention
during subsequent phases of the process.

The hot spots methodology has yielded a series of preliminary maps:

e The first map evaluates sites using indicators that are objective and market driven (Objective/Market Factors
in the list below.)

* The second evaluates sites based on municipal plans and input received through the municipal interviews
conducted, and includes entitled projects (Municipal Plans and Entitled Sites in the list below.)

* The third map evaluates sites based on policy direction taken from the BRAC Summary Report and GO TO
2040 (Policy Factors in the list below.)

* The fourth map aggregates the previous three to compare results.

As with the cool spots, some factors are counted individually or merged to avoid double-counting. For example,
areas within 1/8 mile of a Metra Station do not receive additional point for being within 1/4 mile of the station.

Sites receive a zero ranking regardless of score if they simply cannot be developed. These include existing
developed sites (assuming they are not potential infill sites) and sites with regulatory restrictions (preserves, INAI
sites, T&E sites, wetland mitigation banks, floodways, and floodplain buyout properties).

The included preliminary maps have been generated using this methodology, which is detailed on the back of

this sheet. Please feel free to mark up the maps if there are areas within the Corridor that you feel are not being
appropriately identified. Additionally, feel free to comment on the scoring used in this methodology. The maps and
this sheet can be handed back to the Project Team at the end of the meeting, or can be provided to the team later.
If anyone wishes to have a separate conversation on this with the members of the Team, please let us know by
contacting Kristi DeLaurentiis from Metro Strategies at kdelaurentiis@metrostrategiesinc.com or 708-567-5156



Hot Spots Mapping Item/Factor Ranking Score Comments

Objective/Market Factors

Areas within 1/4 mile of proposed interchange

Areas that front roadway with ADT >30,000

Areas within 1/2 mile of proposed interchange

Areas within 1/4 mile of arterial intersections

Vacant parcels greater than 20 acres in size

Parcels under common ownership

Areas within 1/4 mile of arterial intersections

Areas within 1/2 mile of I-94 interchange
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Areas that front roadway with ADT between 20,000 and 30,000

Municipal Plans/Entitled Sites

Areas of Overlapping Planning Jurisdictions

Entitled/Permitted Projects

Priority Projects Identified by Municipalities

Policy Factors

Underutilized sites from Infill analysis

Areas within a 1/8 mile of Metra Station

Areas within a 1/4 mile of Metra Station

Sites identified as Mixed-Use in the Future Land Use

Areas within 200’ of high volume bus stop

[ N I N N

Parcels immediately adjacent to trails

Additional Comments
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