2006-R-29

A RESOLUTION
OPPOSING THE PROPOSED EXTENSION OF ROUTE IL 53 (FAP 342) &
AMENDING THE VILLAGE BUDGET FOR THE OPPOSITION THEREOF

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the President and Board of Trustees of
the Village of Long Grove, Lake County, Tllinois, as follows:

WHEREAS, The Village of Long Grove recognizes the compelling need for solutions
that address traffic congestion throughout Lake County and strongly supports solving
cxisting severe congestion problems on arterial roadways through repair, modernization,
reconstruction, and widening which would offer effective congestion relief at a much
lower cost than constructing the extension,

WHEREAS, The Village of Long Grove recognizes the compelling need for solutions
that address traffic congestion throughout Lake County and strongly supports solving
existing severe congestion problems through public transportation such as: expanding the
E, J & E rail line to establish a Metra commuter service; eliminating at-grade crossings
for the North Central commuter line to maximize the efficiency of existing roadways:
promoting and implementing park-and-ride bus connections to local commercial and
office park centers; Intermodal infrastructure improvements, such as bicycle and walking
paths; and,

WHEREAS, There are limited funds available for road construction, maintenance, and
repair. The funds that are available should be used to upgrade and maintain existing
roadways, such as Route 22 and Route 45, instead of constructing a new road which
would be tremendously more expensive since much more right-of-way would be
required for a new road than the expansion of the existing right-of-way; and,

WHEREAS, Extending FAP 342 (Illinois Route 53 Extension) will increase traffic on
the existing arterial roads and intersections throughout Lake County that have been
identified as being greatly congested and in need of expansion/improvements without the
additional traffic generated by Illinois Route 53; and,

WHEREAS, The construction of Illinois Route 53 Extension, as designated, would focus
economic pressure on development rural areas where development is not desired and
divert economic pressure for development in existing cities within Lake County which
desire such growth, such as the Cities of Waukegan, North Chicago, and Zion; and,
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WHEREAS, The llinois Route 53 Extension would attract unwanted and unnecessary
suburban sprawl, remove jobs from central urban areas, add to an already accelerating
rate of development throughout Lake County promoting new suburban type development
along this new corridor and self-defeating the avowed purpose for the extension in the
first place, traffic control and amelioration of the existing heavy traffic problems in Lake
County; and,

WHEREAS, The proposed Illinois Route 53 Extension would traverse and irretrievably
damage a number of environmentally sensitive areas including: the flood plain and marsh
wetlands off of Indian Creek in Hawthorn Woods; wetlands and flood plain between
Diamond Lake and Sylvan Lake, which is a main drainage pattern; wetlands and flood
plain east of Countryside Lake; major wetland area at or near the intersection of
Midlothian and Route 83, west of Mundelein; major wetland areas immediately south of
Grayslake; major marsh arca in the southern portion of Long Grove northerly of Lake
Cook Road; the large marsh complex immediately north of the property commonly
known as the Brickman Farm in Long Grove, which is used by wild fowl and other wild
game; A portion of the natural area in Deerwood Estates Subdivision within Long Grove.
It would cutoff a substantial portion of the lots from the balance of the development. It
would disrupt and destroy the wetland and sensitive upland conservancy soils; the Long
Grove/Kildeer marsh (#72) in Long Grove; and,

WHEREAS, the construction of the northern extension of Ilinois Route 53 through Lake
County would have numerous negative environmental consequences such as irreparable
damage to wetlands, wildlife and native species, increased risk of flooding; increased
noise pollution, ground water contamination, lower air quality within Long Grove and
Lake County; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Long Grove opposes the northern extension of Illinois Route
53 through Lake County due to its limited access, negative environmental consequences,
damage to the rural character of communities within its path, and the acceleration of
improper development and suburban sprawl that the proposed alternative would bring to
Lake County; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Long Grove challenges the State of Illinois and the County
of Lake to put forth new alternatives reflecting immediately attainable and viable
solutions to the traffic congestion adversely impacting the quality of life of Lake County
residents.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the President and Board of Trustees of
the Village of Long Grove, Lake County, Illinois as follows:

SECTION 1. For all of the foregoing reasons, the Village of Long Grove hereby
strenuously objects to the currently designated extension of Illinois Route 53 north of
Lake Cook Road. The Village of Long Grove will take all lawful steps available to
prevent the construction of this improvement. Long Grove submits that the Illinois
Department of Transportation should give great consideration to this resolution since
Long Grove would be one of the communities most directly and adversely affected by

this extension.

SECTION 2. The Village Clerk is authorized and directed to forward a certified copy of
this Resolution to the Governor, the Illinois Department of Transportation, the County of
Lake, and all other interested persons who request a copy thereof.

SECTION 3. The Village Manager is authorized and directed to prepare an ordinance
amending the Village Budget FY 06-07 increasing the “Route 53” line item to $50,000 in
opposition of the proposed Tllinois Route 53 Extension.

SECTION 4. This Resolution shall be in effect from and after its passage and approval
in the manner provided by law.

PASSED THIS 26th DAY OF September, 2006.

AYES: (6) Barry, Borawski, Hannon, Klein, Lazakis, and Schmitt
NAYS: (0)

ABSENT: (0)

APPROVED THIS 26th DAY OF September, 2006.

Village President, Maria Rodriguez

ATTEST:

Village Clerk, Karen Schultheis
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Testy High

PI'U[){'PS{IJ that has Sp!if
Lake Co. for 5 decades
goves to Tollway board

BY Richard Wronski
TRIBUNE REPORTER %@

Butfalo Grove Village President
Jefey Braiman admitted recently
that his town once considered
Long Grove the “evil empire” for
it stiunch opposition to extend-
ingIllinois Highway 52 north into
©.ake County.

It s0, “then Tm the evil em-
press” joked Long Grove Village
prasident Maria Rodrignez,

Braiman and Rodriguez were
making light of a bitter dispute
pver Highway 53 that has divided
Late County since the 1960s, But
now the two sides — pro-esten-
sio1? 23 well as environmentalists
and quality of Tife™ stalwarts —
have reached an accord on the
futeiieof the project.

Rodiguez told the Hlinois Toll-
was board last month that she
~wholeheartedly”  enderses the
Zotension,

The project’s fate now rests

with members of the lnois
Tollway board. which named the
special advisory council that
wworked nine months to veach a
oIS ENsus,
“ " Therecommendations callfora
32 =-mile extension of Highway
53 ruiiing north firom Lake-Cool
road ad forming a “T" with a
3 _i-mile corridor along east-west
Fighway 120 (Belvidere Road)
azar Grayslake,

while tollway officials said they
el study the council's proposal,
qey have not indicated they will
~pdorse it or whether the tolliway

Al agree to fund the _potentially
muttbillion-dollar project,
" According to the leadars of the
A dvisoIY council, . the break-
‘;hrough came after intense nego-
rations among dozens of repre-
sentatives from tocal govern-
\ments, CVic groups, environmen-
;_-aﬁSts and v:st'hers. )
The Meetings, guided by inde-
endent outside consultants on
hd use the environment and
ransportation, brought together
wgll the disparate groups who had
ushed 0te way or another and
opposed progress in the past,” said
cotﬂ“'ﬂ co-chairman George Ran-

ney-

OVER STOR'

' THREE BIG ROAD PROPOSALS

i,

Added co-chairman David Stol-
man, the Lake Countv board
chairman: “This shows the col-
laborative process can work and
should be the basis of any highway
planning”

Twenty-three of the 25 partici-
pating organizations have signed
off on an in-depth report recom-
mending the project, The reportis
available at tinyurl.com/cswzegd,

The key to the breakthrough,
the co-chairmen said, was agree-
ment on some non-negotiable
design standards. The plans call
for a “parkway™ four lanes wide to
minitnize its footprint, with a top
speed of 48 mph. Much of it would
be built below grade level, with
landscaped earthen berms 5 to 7
feet high on either side.

The next big guestion is how
the project would be paid for
Estimates range from $1.9 billion
to $2.5 billion.

The advisory council’s report
recommends that the extension

way 53 extension a
.

be part of the tollway system,
because litle or no state and
federal funding would he avail-
able. And tolls might be signifi-
cantly higher, 20 cents per mile,
than are charged on other parts of
the system.

The parkway would not pay for
itself, the report concluded.
Charging tolls for cars and trucks
at current rates over the next 15
vears would produce only $40
million to $108 million, depending
on which alignment through envi-
ronmentally sensitive areas along
the Highway 120 portion is cho-
sen,

That results in a significant
shortfall - as much as $2 billion.

One strategy that would help is
“congestion pricing.” That is, tolls
would vary depending on the level
of affic — the more traffic. the
higher the toll. Tolls also would be
indexed to rise with inflation.

Another option calls for levying
tolls on existing Highway 53 from

h
%
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Stacey Wescott Tribune photo
An early morning driver exits northbound lllinois Highway 52 at Lake Cook Road on Monday.

Lake-Cook Road south to the Jane
Addams Tollway (Interstate
Highway 90), a suggestion that
already sparked controversy,

Opponents of that idea gave
Hlinois Tollway board members
an earful at the June 28 meeting at
which the council's report was
presented.

Even tollway directors showed
hesitancy about the recommenda-
tions.

Board member Tom Weisner,
the mavor of Aurora, called the
report “admirable” but questioned
the rationale for a 45 mph speed
limit. Director Jeffrey Reddick.
also a member of the DuPage
County Board, said the speed limit
“sounds counterintuitive to me.”

The massive $12.1 billion capital
program that the tollway
laumched with this vear’s 875
percent toll hike does not include
any construction money for the
Highway 53/120 project,

Tollway board Chairwoman

dvance

Paula Wolff acknowledged
the agency had some “dif
decisions™ coming in the
several months.

The report proposes ser
options that could raise |
revenue but could also spur
troversy.

These include creation of
cial taxing distriets along
route, The idea is that ne
property will rise in value &
benefits from construction of
new highway. Other options
clude raising Lake County’s s
tax and imposing a CouUnty gas

Another longtime foe, vere
State Sen. Terrv Link, acluc
edged he had a change of hear!

“T want to see this (proj
done in my Lifetime because th
anecessity.” the Wankegan Dey
crat said,

Braiman of Buffalo Grove g
he was concerned at first that
two sides wouldn’t be ahle
come together on a sohution.

“The whole process” he s
“showed me the two groups con
work together, that vou can bu
roads and be environments
sensitive”

The road will bring econon
development not only to
corvidor in Buffalo Grove b
elsewhere i Lake and (o
counties, he said.

“IEs going to make peopl
lives much better” he said. “Rig
now, there’s gridlock”

Long Grove's Rodriguez sg
the new proposal isn't so much
compromise as a coming togeth
of both sides to find 2 e
solution.

The new plan addresses eny
ronmental issues, including noi;
mitigation and wetlands preserv,
ton. “Lake County is s unige
place in Tilinois, and that has to
preserved.” she said,

Rodriguez agreed with Bra
man that the road would spu
economic development and hel
retain existing businesses th:
might otherwise move to a mor
convenient location across th
border in Wisconsin,

“What's good for Lake Count
is ggod forthe state of Tlinois.” shu
said,

Tribune reporter Jeff Danna
contribuied.

rwronski@tribune.com
Twitter @richwronsid
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Report: Minimal impact

-53 1-65 connectors wounld
pur development. jobs

Three possible routes for the
mposed THiana Expressway
-ould fmprove wransportation
woughout far southern Cook and
7ill counties, spur development
ad create jobs. while causing
ninimal” impact on homes and
1sinesses, a new report says.

The voluminous draft environ-
wental impact statement provides
e first comprehensive look at
e routes being considered for
e long- proposed highway con-
sceing Interstate 55 in Ilinois
ith I-65 in Indiana.

It outlines social, economic and
wironmental effects these “cor-
dors” would have on homes.
isinesses, farms and communi-
s in a 950-square-mile area.
Depending on which alterna-

v Richard Wronski
AABUNE REPORTER

dve is chosen. the project would
displace between 12 and 83
homes, up to 2800 acres of
farmland and as much as 76 acres
of wetlands. The project would
not affect any threatened or en-
dangered species, the report said.

The 600-page document con-
ciudes that each of the routes
would reduce wavel time for cars
and trucks, particelarly in boom-
ing Will County, where intermo-
dal freight facilides are rapidly
overtaking the fertile farmland.

Public hearings are set for July
31 at Peotone High School and
Aug, 1 at Lowell Middle School in
Lowell. Ind. The report is posted
at illianacorridor.org,

Iilinois and Indiana officials
will issue a final version of the
document and use it as the basis
for selecting the preferred route,
probably in September or October,
said Steve Schilke, the project
manager for the Tllinois Depart-
ment of Transportation.

There is no guarantee the

pur outcries anew

nr terminus
suith of
nded that any
'pmmw

al l-l‘:]
Ana

ransion of publ
However. :
showed that Blue Line e l-cquun
alone was not a viable solution to
easing congestion on the roadway.
“The The was built in 1962 and

The lllincis Department of Transportation is overlookmg alterna-
tives to relieve congestion, some Gak Park residents say.

reconstue
o pebuild
Blue Line

Harmet said the curveny plan is
more conceptizal than concrete,
adding that IDOT sdll plans o

3 1._!'\13.,“ ar
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L.hu_“.dl\.a for

zarhy fall. A public
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from routes

Hliana will become a reality, And it
would almost certainly have to be
built as a tollway under a public-
privare partnership. as little state
and federal funding is available,

Gov, Pat Quinn and his Indiana
counterpart. Mitch Daniels. are
pushing hard for the Illiana as a
job creator and economic engine.

The report says that by 2040,
the Iliana would improve access
t0 17000-18.000 jobs.

The northernmost corridor,
Imown oificially as A382 and the
longest at 511 miles, generally
connects I-55 at Channahon with
1-65 north of Lowell,

The route known as corridor B3
runs 46.8 miles through cenwal
Will County, connecting 1-55
north of Wilmington with I-65
north of Lowell.

Corridor B4 is identical to B3
from I-55 until just west of the
linois-Tndiana state line, where it
cuts southeast, lengthening its
route to 48.8 miles.

The A382 corridor wauld result

in 31 to 33 residental relocations
and six commercial displace-
ments, the report said.

Corridor B3 would result in 28
to 29 residential relocations and
three commercial displacements,
while Corridor B4 would result in
12 or 13 residential relocations and
two commercial displacements,

Officials in Channahon are op-

:hiniew Bzdak. il
Channahon resident Bonnie Etienne talks with President Joe Cook,
who opposes an liliana Expressway terminus at the village.

e D

posed to the community being the
western terminus of the Tiliana,
“The sociceconomic impact that
the route would have on our
conununity would far outweigh
any benefits” said Village Presi-
dent Joe Cook.

W onski@tribune.wm
Twitter @ ichwronski



