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David Lothspeich

From: IML Legislation [Legislation@iml.org]

Sent: Thursday, November 18, 2010 3:30 PM

To: IML Legislation

Subject: IML Statehouse Briefing - November 18, 2010

IML STATEHOUSE BRIEFING
“On the ground news and insider information!”
11-18-10

lllinois municipalities had a good week during the first week of the fall Veto Session.
Municipal officials converged on the Staiehouse and made their presence known on
pension reform, FOIA disclosures, and gaming.

Pension Reform: Municipal officials from around the state descended on Springfield
this week to urge the General Assembly to approve public safety pension reform during
the Veto Session. Progress was made as legislators and the media are becoming
very engaged on this critical issue. Click here to read more about what happened this
week and contact your legislators o urge that they support pension reform!

FOIA Disclosure of Personnel Evaluations: The IML needs your help to protect the
personnel evaluations of all municipal employees from disclesure under FOIA. As
passed by the General Assembly, HB 5154 would have exempted the disclosure of
personnel evaluations for all municipal employees. But Governor Quinn issued an
amendatory veto on the bill that exempts only the personnel evaluations of law
enforcement officials.

On November 16, 2010, the House of Representatives voted to override the Governor's
amendatory veto and restore the provisions of the bill as passed. The issue now moves
to the Senate. It will take the votes of 36 Senators to override the veto. Click here to see
which Senators voted for the original bill.

Please contact your Senators and ask them to override the Governor’s
amendatory veto of HB 5154.

Click here to lean more about the Governoi's Amendatory Veto of HB 5154. Click here
for an IML Fact Sheet concerning HB 5154. A model letter in support of the override can
be viewed here.

Gaming Expansion: Several mayors came to Springfield to testify on the legislation
that would expand gaming. Senate Bill 3970 provides for additional gaming locations
throughout lllinois including a land base casino in Chicago. Click here to learn more.

Prevailing Wage: The IML is pleased to announce that there was no activity on
legislation to expand the prevailing wage to include the transportation of aggregate
materials. Click here to learn more about HB 6112.
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David Lothspeich

From: Dave Bennett [dbennett@ mayorscaucus.org]
Sent: Tuesday, November 09, 2010 9:15 AM
To: Mayor Black, Kildeer; Mayor Harrison, Zion; Mayor Herrmann, Island Lake; Mayor Hill, Round Lake

Beach; Mayor Jensen, Beach Park; Mayor Jensen, Beach Park 2; Mayor Kaplan, Riverwoods;
Mayor Kessler, Mundelein; Mayor Knigge, Wauconda; Mayor Kovarik, Gurnee; Mayor Kovarik,
Gurnee 2; Mayor Lahr, Lindenhurst; Mayor Loffredo, Lake Villa; Mayor Loy, Winthrop Harbor;
Mayor Loy, Winthrop Harbor 2; Mayor Lumpkins, Round Lake Heights; Mayor McCue, Round Lake
Park; Mayor Munao, South Barrington; Mayor Pannell, Park City; Mayor Pecaro, Highwood; Mayor
Ray, Mettawa; Mayor Ray, Mettawa 2; Mayor Rockingham, North Chicago; Mayor Ryback,
Wadsworth; Mayor Sabonjian, Waukegan; Mayor Sabonjian, Waukegan 2; Mayor Soto,
Hainesville; President Barkemeyer, Bannockburn; President Barkemeyer, Bannockburn 2;
President Beggan, Third Lake; President Beggan, Third Lake 2; President Bublitz, Port Barrington;
President Dietz, Round Lake; President Kellermann, Deer Park; President Letchinger, Lake Bluff;
President O'Neill Leitner, Tower Lakes; President Rodriguez, Long Grove; President Sauer, North
Barrington; President Weihofen, Lakemoor; President Wysocki, Green Oaks

Cc: LAKE COUNTY MUNICIPAL LEAGUE
Subject: Pension Reform Editorial
Importance: High

Mayor:

In case you didn’t see it, below is an editorial calling for reform of the Chicago and Downstate Police and
Fire Pension Systems from this morning's Chicago Sun-Times. The Caucus’ Founding Chairman, Mayor
Richard Daley of Chicago, and Board Vice Chairman, Mayor Ed Zabrocki of Tinley Park, are referenced in
it as is the Pension Fairness Coalition of which the Caucus, the suburban COGs and many municipalities
are members.

Dave

Police, fire pensions need legislative 911

Comments
November 9, 2010

On Nov. 2, voters in 44 Ilinois communities approved advisory referendums calling for
"meaningful public safety pension reform."

We doubt many of those voters fully understood the issues behind the referendums. But if they
did, we're guessing even more people would have voted for it.

Pensions for police officers and firefighters are in trouble. If nothing is done, the next big crash
site police officers and firefighters are summoned to may be that of their own retirement benefits.
To prevent that, the Legislature needs to act quickly. We think a two-tier system that preserves
benefits for current workers but lowers them for new hires is a big part of the answer.

Last spring, faced with crushing pension obligations, the Legislature created two-tier pensions
for some public employees. But that reform excluded fire and police.

.Now, local officials from Chicago and across the state are looking to the Legislature for help in
making the police and fire pensions more manageable, too.

In a meeting last month with the Chicago Sun-Times Editorial Board, Mayor Daley said the city
will ask the General Assembly for police and fire pension reform in the veto session, which starts
next week.

"We are going to go to Springfield [for a] two-tier pension fund," Daley said. "The pension funds
are in a serious situation."
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Police and fire pensions outside of Chicago are in a "serious situation,” too. Statewide, the cost of police
pensions increased from $86 million in 1997 to $215 million in 2008. For firefighters, the cost went
from $70 million in 1997 to $176 million in 2008.

Under a proposal by a group of municipal officials called the Pension Fairness for Illinois Communities
Coalition, a two-tier system would lower, but not slash, benefits for new hires.

Among proposed changes are raising the minimum retirement age for full benefits from 50 to 60; raising
the years of service for those full benefits from 30 to 35; setting the maximum pension at 72 percent of
final salary instead of 75 percent, and creating a new formula under which annual cost-of-living
increases could be lower in some years.

Police officers and firefighters deserve good pensions. Police officers contribute 9.91 percent of their
pay to the pension system and firefighters pay in 8.455 percent. They don't get Social Security, and the
physical demands of their jobs mean they can't work as long as people in white-collar professions.

At the same time, even reduced public safety pensions would be far better than what most private-sector
workers get -- and those are the people whose property taxes help pay for the pensions.

Tinley Park Mayor Ed Zabrocki, who is helping to lead the reform effort, said an earlier effort to
negotiate a deal with police and fire unions failed because the unions insisted on a "draconian”
requirement that cash-strapped municipalities restore pensions to full funding before spending money on
anything else.

However, Zabrocki agreed there is merit in the unions' insistence that any reform should include
protections against pensions being continually underfunded, as has happened to pensions on the state
level.

"Meaningful public safety pension reform" may have been a little-noticed part of last week's elections.
But the Legislature needs to deliver it anyway.

Related Blog Posts

Pensions and Politics

From Pension Risk Matters

Dave Bennett, Executive Director
Metropolitan Mayors Caucus
dbennett@ mayorscaucus.org
312.201.4505
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