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Dear LUC Members:

This is a reminder that Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP) has
provided meeting materials for your review in advance of the next Land Use
Committee (LUC) meeting scheduled for this Thursday, November 5,
2015, from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. The meeting will take place at the University
Center of Lake County, 1200 University Center Dr, Grayslake (click
here for directions). Today's notice includes the addition of LUC Meeting #7
(Sept. 24) Draft Meeting Minutes.

Meeting Materials:

o Draft Minutes from Sept. 24. (LUC 7)

e Meeting Agenda

o Draft Executive Summary

e Responses to Strategy Document Comments

We look forward to seeing you this Thursday, November 5.
Thank you,

Illinois Route 53/120 Corridor Land Use Project Team
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Land Use Committee Meeting #7 - Meeting Minutes

September 24, 2015
2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Lake County Central Permit Facility, 500 Winchester Road, Libertyville

Committee Members Present: Lake County Board Chairman Aaron Lawlor, Committee Co-Chair: George Ranney,
Committee Co-Chair, Michael Ellis, representing Village of Grayslake; Trustee Stephen Park, representing Village of
Gurnee; Mayor Linda Soto, representing Village of Hainesville; Mayor Joseph Mancino, representing Village of
Hawthorn Woods; Michael Talbett, representing Village of Kildeer; Matthew Dabrowski, representing Village of
Lakemoor; Heather Rowe, representing Village of Libertyville; President Angie Underwood, representing Village of
Long Grove; Trustee Dawn Abernathy, representing Village of Mundelein; Mayor Dan MacgGillis, representing Village
of Round Lake; Al Maiden, representing Village of Round Lake Park; Mike May, representing Village of Volo; Brad
Leibov, representing Liberty Prairie Foundation; and Michael Stevens, representing Lake County Partners. (16
attendees)

Committee Members Not Present President Beverly Sussman, representing Village of Buffalo Grove; President Tom
Poyton, representing Village of Lake Zurich; Dave Brown, representing Village of Vernon Hills; Mayor Frank Bart,
representing Village of Wauconda; Mayor Wayne Motley, representing City of Waukegan; Mike Sands, representing
Liberty Prairie Foundation; and Lenore Beyer-Clow, representing Openlands.

Kristi DeLaurentiis (Metro Strategies) took roll call - see attendance list above.

1. Welcome and Introductions- Committee Co-Chair Aaron Lawlor

Meeting minutes from the April 16, 2015 Land Use Committee were approved. Committee member Soto moved
and committee member Abernathy seconded.

2. Integration of Working Group input - Committee Co-Chair Aaron Lawlor

Co-chair Lawlor reviewed the results of the Working Group meetings.

3. Draft Land Use Strategy Report - Daniel Grove, Lakota

Daniel Grove presented the Corridor Land Use Strategy.

Land Use Committee Discussion

¢ One committee member commented that some of the language in the document, such as third paragraph pg 7,
be revised to better convey that past and current plans are not necessarily imbalanced and unrealistic, but that
municipalities plan the way they do in order to build revenue generating uses so critical to municipal budgets.

e One committee member commented that when communities adopt plans, they are conveying that the contents
of the plan are the municipality’s intent. CMAP and the consultant have done a very good job of softening up the



language of the plan to be permissive, but what will “adoption” by municipalities really mean for them in the
future?

One committee member commented that this land use strategy simply presents another view on what
municipalities should consider in planning and development decisions. Perhaps that should be stated explicitly.
One committee member commented that it was a good plan, but might confuse municipalities if this conflicts
with the municipal comprehensive plan.

One committee member commented that if municipalities do adopt this, they should specify in the language of
their resolution or action how it is going to be used, e.g., as an addendum to the comprehensive plan or as an
additonal guidance document to be considered going forward. This is similar to the County Framework Plan,
communities can do what they want with it. But what happens if municipalities don’t adopt it?

One committee member commented that she supports the strategy and does not feel compelled to have to
change her comprehensive plan, and that the land use strategy provides additional useful information.

o Jason Navota commented that communities may wish to adopt the strategy or update comprehensive
plans using information contained in the land use strategy.

One committee member commented that it is unclear whether this is a guide or will it have some other impact
on municipalities? In other words, how is it being positioned?

One committee member commented that the language isn’t to cast shame on community planning, but to
indicate that local decisions in aggregate can have a negative effect on the quality of life in Lake County, which
is why coordination is important.

One committee member commented that the effort has tremendous value, a vision, but needs some
wordsmithing.

One committee member commented that some of the language in reference to the WDO could be
misinterpreted, and could it please be clarified?

o Mike Warner, from Lake County SMC provided some clarifying explanation to the WDO reference on page
29, for example.

o The Committee member asked whether the Tollway has to comply with WDO requirements?

o Mike Warner commented that the Tollway works closely with the local governments.

One committee member commented that many of his remaining comments relate to what will be in the future
IGA. For example, if Hawthorn Woods is in two zones, would they have to sign two IGAs? Without knowing what is
in the IGA makes it difficult to understand what municipalities will be held to in the future that they may not
know about today.

o Co-chair Lawlor stated that the IGA details are yet to come, and communities will be involved in the
discussion.

One committee member asked if the strong language in the strategy doc is binding?

o Daniel Grove commented that it is not binding but permissive, presenting ways that things could be
done, not how they must be done.

One committee member asked whether, according to page 41 regarding agricultural land, municipalities are
being asked to encumber private land?

o Daniel Grove responded that no, the plan simply indicates locations where agricultural land could be
used for local food production, and then presents possible mechanisms for doing so if desired by a
community or other entity.

One committee member commented that making intentions of landowners known to other, nearby landowners
is beneficial and can avoid conflicts in the future.

o One Committee member commented that language issues can be addressed.

o Co-chair Lawlor commented that the language is 100% permissive and does not need to be changed.

One committee member commented that language such as “can be done to support opportunities” is
permissive
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e One committee member stated that there may be some discrepancies between maps for Hawthorn Woods and
would send comments.

* One committee member commented that the same goes for their maps as well.

e One committee member commented that the land use committee has recognized that 1) the IGA has yet to be
written, and 2) a design of the roadway has not been revealed by the Tollway. This is an advisory strategy for
land around the potential right-of-way, a vehicle for moving forward together, and waiting to see real impact and
design of the roadway.

¢ One Committee member asked if municipalities could be excluded from the Corridor Planning Council if they
don’t adopt the land use strategy?

o Co-chair Lawlor responded that no, the CPC will be inclusive.

¢ One Committee member asked if the Tollway needs this strategy to move forward?

o Co-chair Lawlor responded that the Tollway wants to see how this process progresses.

¢ One Committee member commented that the BRAC represents one opinion, and that several Corridor
communities were not part of the BRAC, and there is not a consensus about the right-of-way location

e One Committee member commented that some communities will be more impacted by the road than others,
and would that be considered in terms of remediation?

o Co-chair Lawlor commented that weighting might have some merit. Could be worked out in the IGA.

¢ One Committee member commented that this will be a multi-step process and details for the STF and ERSF will
be worked out in the future. There is a precedent in Maryland, but there were lots of steps and details to work
out. He commented that he wants the stewardship money to flow where it has the greatest positive impact.

4. Next Steps- Committee Co-Chair Aaron Lawlor

Co-chair Lawlor presented the next steps of the planning process.

5. Questions/Public Comment

e Chris Geiselhart: the draft strategy report isn’t posted yet.

e Daniel Grove: it will be posted soon.

e Pam Newton: not all communities want economic development, some want to be an oasis from economic
development (see, e.g., language on pages 7 and 50)

e Heather Rowe: presentations will be made to municipalities in early 2016?

e Daniel Grove: correct.
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ILLINOIS ROUTE 53/120

CORRIDOR LAND USE STRATEGY

Land Use Committee Meeting #8 - November 5, 2015 - 2:30 PM
University Center of Lake County, 1200 University Center Dr, Grayslake

Agenda

1. Welcome and introductions
Approval of Meeting Minutes
Public Comment
Executive Summary
Public Review Comment Report
Consideration to Finalize Report
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A RARE OPPORTUNITY FOR LAKE COUNTY

Lake County has the greatest number of unique and threatened
ecological resources in the state of lllinois, including streams,
wetlands, lakes, native prairie remnants, oak woodlands, and many
acres of restored landscapes. These habitats support the largest
number of state and federal threatened, endangered, and special
concern species of any lllinois county. These species and resources
are critical to the natural and ecological health and character of the
county, but they are also and at risk due to direct and indirect impacts
of development. Likewise, Lake County is home to many residents,
businesses, and others who not only value these natural assets, but
the character of their communities and the surrounding landscapes,
which are similarly susceptible to direct, indirect, and unintended
consequences of development.

Itis with these assets in mind that Lake County’s community leaders
have elected to take advantage of the rare opportunity before

them: to adequately and appropriately plan for a future corridor

that preserves the values and assets so important to Lake County
residents, particularly with respect to natural resources and the high
quality of life, while accommodating the economic development
needs and aspirations of communities and landowners. It is rare for
$0 many community leaders to have the foresight and commitment
to their communities to convene for a period of two years to develop
a collective vision and a strategy for achieving that vision. It is rare
for individual communities to consider the impacts of decisions

on neighboring communities, much less communities many miles
away. The land use strategy is intended to turn these rarities into

the commonplace, to encourage better decision making through
cooperation and collaboration with neighbors and stakeholders, and
to collectively move in the direction of the best possible outcomes for
central Lake County.

The Land Use Strategy represents thousands of hours of effort

- research, data collection, mapping, analysis, meetings, and
discussions - that occurred not only over the past two-years, but also
during the work that preceded this initiative such as the Blue Ribbon
Advisory Committee (BRAC.). The BRAC established a foundation

of consensus and guidelines by which subsequent efforts should
proceed. This Land Use Strategy represents the next step in the
evolution of how multi-jurisdictional land use and transportation
planning should occur: through coordination and communication
about priorities, issues, and concerns; through a thoroughly
researched and informed discussion about existing and anticipated
future conditions; and through the dedication and commitment to
leave a lasting legacy of our collective decisions for ourselves and
our children. Through the production of this Land Use Strategy, the
leaders of central Lake County have taken another step towards a
better future.

Land use decisions are the responsibility of the elected authorities of
the communities in and around the Corridor. The mayors, presidents,
managers, administrators, and other community leaders who have
been involved in the development of this Land Use Strategy should
continue to work with their partners and peers to implement the
sound, proactive, and implementable guidance presented in this
document. However, such an ambitious and visionary effort cannot
be achieved through the efforts of the communities themselves:
successful attainment of the vision will take a coordinated effort from
government agencies, community organizations, and local champions.
Future planning should embody transparency, accountability, open
discussion, and public, inclusive decision-making.

In order to achieve the most balanced, context-sensitive, and asset-
oriented corridor, all of the stakeholders involved in advancing
priorities in the Corridor should use the data, information, and
guidance contained in this strategy as a solid foundation for making
best-informed decisions.

The time to take advantage of this rare opportunity is now.
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A COMMITTED AND VISIONARY LAND USE COMMITTEE

The IL Route 53/120 Land Use Committee members have come
together since early 2014 to discuss and develop sound, proactive,

Land use decisions are within the authority of local governments,
and it is up to the elected boards of these local authorities to ensure
and implementable guidance for planning and future development the long-term impacts and outcomes of decisions made today are in
in the IL Route 53/120 Corridor. The detailed information presented the long-term interest of their communities, the Corridor, and Lake
in the Corridor Land Use Strategy represents a consensus-based County.

approach developed over an 18-month process to achieve balanced
development in central Lake County, protecting the assets and values
that are so important to the residents, community leaders, business
interests, and others, while optimizing economic development
opportunities that accompany major investments in infrastructure.

This strategy represents a framework for municipalities and others
to work together and coordinate efforts to create a balance of
development, open space preservation, livability, and economic
development, maximizing benefits while minimizing impacts

to Corridor resources and quality of life. The guidelines and
recommendations presented are based on common goals and
sound planning principles, and if followed, represent a visionary and
thoughtful approach to creating the best possible outcomes for the
Corridor.

IL ROUTE 53/120 LAND USE COMMITTEE

V V V V V V V V Vv V

Aaron Lawlor, Chairman, Lake County; Committee Co-Chair
George Ranney, Co-Chair, BRAC; Committee Co-Chair
Jeffrey Braiman, President, Village of Buffalo Grove
Michael Ellis, Village Manager, Village of Grayslake
Stephen Park, Trustee, Village of Gurnee

Linda Soto, Mayor, Village of Hainesville

Joseph Mancino, Mayor, Village of Hawthorn Woods

Mike Talbett, Chief Village Officer, Village of Kildeer

Tom Poynton, President, Village of Lake Zurich

Todd Weihofen, President, and Matt Daborwski, Director of
Community & Economic Development, Village of Lakemoor

Terry Weppler, Mayor, and Heather Rowe, Economic
Development Coordinator, Village of Libertyville

Angie Underwood, President, Village of Long Grove

Steve Lentz, Mayor, Village of Mundelein
Dan MacGillis, Mayor, Village of Round Lake
Linda Lucassen, Mayor, Village of Round Lake Park

Roger Byrne, President, and David Brown, Public Works
Director / Village Engineer, Village of Vernon Hills

Burnell Russell, former President, and Stephen Henley,
President, Village of Volo

Frank Bart, Mayor, Village of Wauconda

Wayne Motley, Mayor, City of Waukegan

Pat Carey, Board Member, Lake County Board

Brad Leibov, President & CEO, Liberty Prairie Foundation
Michael Stevens, President & CEO, Lake County Partners
Mike Sands, Senior Associate, Liberty Prairie Foundation
Lenore Beyer-Clow, Policy Director, Openlands
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THE IL ROUTE 53/120 CORRIDOR

The IL Route 53/120 Corridor is an area roughly defined by a two-
mile buffer on each side of a generalized right-of-way alignment. This
study area includes 76,000 acres in the heart of central Lake County,
touches 20 municipalities and numerous forest preserves, and is
crossed by roads, bike paths, streams, watersheds, wildlife migration
routes, and other interconnected elements that cross jurisdictional

boundaries.

A significant portion of the Corridor has developed over the years, and
additional growth (65,000 residents have been forecasted to populate
the area by 2040) will continue to burden local roadways with
congestion. Municipal land use plans propose a significant amount

of new, low-density residential development, as well as approximately
3 to 7 times more non-residential development (office, retail, and
industrial) than market analysis suggests is probable in the same

timeframe.

Map of Study Area
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CORRIDOR HISTORICAL CONTEXT

The potential for a new central Lake County transportation facility
has been examined since the 1960s. In 2009, Lake County residents
approved a non-binding referendum in favor of extending lllinois
Route 53 north to lllinois Route 120. In 2010, CMAP’s GO TO 2040
regional comprehensive plan included the project on its list of fiscally
constrained projects, citing performance measures that show the
roadway as “ranking highest among all projects in its effect on >
region-wide congestion.” In 2012, the Blue Ribbon Advisory Council
(BRAC) recommended creation of a 21st Century urban highway, a
modern boulevard that would have a smaller footprint to minimize
potential negative impacts while protecting the natural environment
and preserving the character of Lake County. The BRAC also
recommended the creation of a corridor plan and implementation
strategy that integrates and balances land use, multi-modal
transportation, market feasible development, and open space and
natural resources.

As recommended by the BRAC, tandem committees were formed: the
Finance Committee examined the financial feasibility of the facility,
and the Land Use Committee developed the Corridor Land Use
Strategy that, in the words of the BRAC Report, “balance[s] economic
development, open space, and community character goals across
municipalities to encourage development of vibrant communities in
central Lake County.”

This Corridor Land Use Strategy represents a major implementation
step of the BRAC, and helps inform and advance planning and
development in the Corridor regardless of whether or not the 53/120
facility is built. The goal is to minimize negative impacts that land use
change can cause, while maximizing the benefits from a significant
investment in transportation infrastructure.

The BRAC report provides guiding principles that would enhance
mobility and accessibility and relieve congestion, but also result

in a “safe, integrated, multi-modal corridor that preserves the
environment and the character of nearby communities, and enhances
their economic vitality.” Above all, communities should respect

and preserve the land through environmental enhancements and
sustainable practices that minimize long-term, irreversible impacts

to the unique environment, habitat and wildlife of the county from
fragmentation and disturbance.

This key recommendation to respect and preserve land is further
supported through the protection of sensitive lands and the addition
of new lands comprised of high-quality parcels to help reconnect
fragmented ecological systems. Protection and enhancement of
water resources through appropriate stormwater and stream corridor
management strategies are also highlighted.

BRAC RECOMMENDATIONS

The Blue Ribbon Advisory Council provided the following
specific guidance for development of the land use strategy:

Utilize a market-driven approach to assess the feasibility of
future land use change, including analysis of employment
trends, potential commercial and industrial development,
and the housing mix that is likely to occur if the proposed
Route 53/120 is built.

Balance economic development, open space, and
community character goals across municipalities to
encourage development of vibrant communities in central
Lake County.

Formulate a multi-jurisdictional economic development
strategy to ensure the best possible economic future for
central Lake County. Address planning for development
desired by targeted industries as well as business
attraction strategies.

Provide strategies for communities to encourage mixed
use, pedestrian-friendly, and/or transit-supportive land
uses where feasible in order to reduce congestion, air
pollution, vehicle miles traveled, and greenhouse gas
emissions.

Design the land use and transportation system to facilitate
walking and biking, transit, increase local connectivity,

and manage the increased local road traffic that will

likely follow completion of the road and associated new
development.

Develop an integrated open space system that not only
includes the protection and restoration of conservation
lands, but also meet residents’ and workers’ needs for
recreation and open space in the Corridor.
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STRUCTURE OF THE LAND USE STRATEGY

The Land Use Strategy is organized to provide planning and
development guidance at several scales.

1: Corridor-Wide Framework
The Corridor-wide framework addresses broad networks, strategies,
and recommendations, including:

> Open space and natural resource network components, potential
direct and indirect impacts, and recommendations for protection
and enhancement.

> Transportation networks, including roadways, transit, and trails.

> The market assessment of development potential for several
market types, as well as strategies for optimizing development
opportunities.

> Identification of locations where land use change is anticipated,
which forms the foundation for suggesting appropriate future
development typologies and locations.

2: Planning Zone Framework

The second section of the report highlights a balanced, market-based
land use approach for four geographic subzones. Each planning zone
presents information to inform land use decisions while maintaining
municipal authority and flexibility to respond to market dynamics and
specific opportunities within their boundaries.

3: Typologies & Best Practices

The final section presents implementation guidance, best practices,
policies, and standards that represent sound planning and
development approaches for municipalities, the county, landowners,
and developers. The guidance is designed to encourage local
jurisdictions to capitalize on development opportunities while growing
in a way that preserves and enhances community character, quality of
life, and environmental resources.

CORRIDOR

The structure of this document provides planning, Strategies and
guidance at several levels of detail
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CORRIDOR-WIDE FRAMEWORK

The 53/120 Corridor is comprised of a variety of interconnected
networks, including open space and natural resources, transportation,
and land uses. These networks should be planned in an integrated
fashion that incorporates realistic, market-forecasted development
potential within a system of protected natural resources and open
space.

Open Space & Natural Resources

Corridor open spaces and natural resources form an interdependent
ecological system that, when properly planned, preserved, and
managed, supports ecosystem structure and function, hundreds

of plant and animal species, valuable and irreplaceable ecosystem
services, and a high quality of life for residents and visitors.
Resources are categorized into Core Landscapes and Opportunity
Landscapes.

Core Landscapes are high value resources that contribute
immeasurably to natural habitat, recreation, quality of life, and
the region’s long-term economic vitality, and therefore should be
prioritized for preservation and enhancement. These include:

> Protected Landscapes
> Woodlands

Wetlands

>
> Stream, Lake, and Wetland Buffers
> Prairies and Grasslands

>

Floodplains

Core Landscapes are generally protected through existing federal,
state, county and local regulations. However, municipalities can
strengthen and clarify ordinances to provide better protection,
particularly for locally and globally rare landscape types such as
prairies, grasslands, and oak woodlands.

Indirect Impacts

Existing protections are primarily oriented to address direct impacts.
Municipalities and agencies are encouraged to take additional
measures to protect these landscapes from indirect impacts as well.
Consider establishing wide, natural buffers, avoid fragmentation of
networks, create natural resource management plans, and manage
potential impacts, such as impervious surface and light pollution, on
adjacent sites.

Opportunity Landscapes identify resources and sites with the
potential to complement Core Landscapes and help achieve Corridor
open space and natural resource goals. These are suggested
locations for preservation, restoration, expansion, and enhancement
by municipalities, local conservation organizations, and other Corridor
stakeholders. Additionally, the Environmental Restoration and
Stewardship Fund (ERSF) proposed by the Finance Committee could
also be used to target key projects and opportunities. Opportunity
Landscapes include areas for:

Wetland Mitigation
> Restoration
> Connectivity and Trails
Large Open Spaces

Backyard Conservation

Vv Vv Vv

Working Landscapes

v

Community & Neighborhood Parks

> Unprotected Green Spaces

Core and Opportunity Networks

LAKE COUNTY>.
COOK COUNTY

See page 18 for the full exhibit
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Transportation & Land Use Nexus

The development of Lake County over the past few decades, as

with many other places in the Chicago region, has resulted in
pleasant residential neighborhoods that are separated from where
people work, socialize, and recreate. The distances between these
destinations are often difficult if not impossible to traverse by means
other than driving. When considered together, the volume and pattern
of growth that prioritize driving over other means of getting around
have jointly contributed to traffic congestion, impacting quality of life
through time and financial costs.

Continued growth in Lake County will benefit individuals, businesses,
and local governments. Likewise, continued investment and
innovation in transportation systems are critical to address
automobile congestion and provide mobility options. Future
development in the corridor is anticipated to bring approximately
65,000 new residents, and 40,000 additional jobs in offices, industry,
and retail by 2040. This increase in activity will bring a corresponding
increase in travel and mobility needs.

While the proposed improvements of lllinois Route 53 and 120

will provide additional road capacity to central Lake County,
complementary land use planning is needed to ensure that current
and future traffic and mobility challenges are appropriately managed
in the future. Doing so requires an emphasis on development patterns
that help reduce the need to travel long distances, and on investment
in all modes of transportation, including public transit and non-
motorized mobility that can help relieve the pressure on the Corridor
roadway network.

The Land Use Strategy identifies road, public transit, and non-
motorized mobility improvements that can help mitigate congestion.
When coordinated with complementary land use and development
decisions, transportation investments can improve the transportation
network and enhance mobility choices, which can help support quality
of life and economic prosperity in Lake County.

> Support road investments with complementary measures such as
improved transit services and sensible development patterns that
make the most efficient and effective use of investments in new
roads.

> Consider bus transit service for major transportation corridors
such as IL 53/120, Peterson Road, and IL 60.

> “Just-intime” and on-demand mobility services like vanpools or
car-share services could help provide mobility options in areas
that cannot support fixed route transit service.

> Enhance park and ride opportunities for Metra stations to connect
“reverse commute” customers and employees to retail, office, and
industrial destinations.

> Leverage roadway reconstruction and other investments to expand
non-motorized trails for recreational uses and utilitarian travel as
an alternative to motorized vehicles.

> Fill gaps in the bikeway network to provide better connections to
local and regional trail systems, and strengthen east-west

Recommended Transit Network

See page 45 for the full exhibit
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Market Forecast & Land Use

Continued development and population growth in the Corridor

is anticipated regardless of whether the IL 53/120 facility is

built. However, the 53/120 facility would fundamentally improve
the competitive position of the Corridor for office and industrial
development, which provide jobs and economic opportunities

that retail and residential uses do not. It would catalyze economic
development and attract corporate offices, modern business parks,
and retail development to areas within the Corridor that were
previously out of the development pattern for such uses.

The incremental boost in development potential will be generated

by decreased travel times, enhanced access to Interstate 94 and
Lake-Cook Road, new highway interchanges with high visibility to
passing traffic, and improved connectivity to employment centers near
Schaumburg, O’Hare International Airport, and downtown Chicago.

Understanding the expected real estate potential through 2040 and
key considerations for achieving that potential will help communities
effectively plan for the future. Future market potential through 2040
was projected for major land uses based on forecasted growth in
population, employment, and industrial output as well as existing
growth and development patterns:

Office: 4 to 5 million square feet of new office space including up to
three new corporate office centers (totaling 3 to 3.5 million square
feet), complemented by 1.5 to 2 million square feet of professional
and medical office distributed throughout Corridor communities.

Industrial: 11 to 12 million square of new industrial space, including
up to three new industrial clusters, each with 2-6 million square feet
of new space.

Residential: Approximately 25,500 new residential units to house
65,000 new residents. More than half of these new units are likely to
be single-family, with the remainder as multi-family or attached single-
family units.

Retail: 4.3 to 5.4 million square feet of new retail space including 2.3
to 2.9 million square feet in two new regional retail clusters and one
new lifestyle/hybrid center; an additional 2 to 2.5 million square feet
of retail development is anticipated to be distributed across Corridor
communities.

Balanced Land Use Framework

Comparing these market forecasts to local land use plans reveals
that local communities are planning for far more non-residential
development than the market is likely to support, and far less land for
residential uses. The balanced land use framework identifies a mix

of land uses within the Corridor that would achieve market potential
while providing housing for residential growth and achieving a robust
open space and natural resource preservation strategy. Three primary
and somewhat competing goals were considered in developing land
use scenarios:

1. Maximize preserved open space and natural resources
2. Maximize commercial development and municipal tax revenues

3. Maintain community character through residential density and
design

The land use scenario analysis reveals that only two of these three
goals can be achieved with the available land in the Corridor, unless a
modest increase in residential density can be attained. This approach
could, when combined with other recommendations, help meet open
space, commercial development, municipal revenue, and community
character goals.
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PLANNING ZONE FRAMEWORK

A variety of development patterns and characters exist across the
Corridor. As a result of this diversity in communities, land use goals
cannot be uniformly applied across the entire Corridor, but should
instead be calibrated to smaller planning zones that have similar
characteristics. This use of planning zones allows for neighboring
communities to work together to achieve common goals and
outcomes for each zone.

Zones were defined by several factors. First, zones were focused
around major gravity centers for office, retail and industrial uses

as identified through the market analysis. Second, zones included
groups of communities in an effort to promote cooperation and avoid
assigning development potential to individual communities. Third,
municipalities were included in single planning zones, where possible.
The boundaries of planning zones are not intended to be rigid, but
permeable, allowing development potential to move according to
market forces.

The four planning zones have unique characteristics:

> The northwest zone has significant opportunities for new retail,
industrial, and residential growth, and consequently a significant
potential for loss of farmland and open space. It is critical in this
zone to preserve and connect key unprotected open space and
natural resources.

> The north central zone also has significant undeveloped land,
large areas of development, and the majority of the Corridor’s
commuter train stations. Development potential for a corporate
office and major retail cluster near the potential interchange with
Peterson Road should be thoughtfully planned with open space
preservation and connectivity. Opportunities to make strong
connections to adjacent open space hubs, including Liberty Prairie
Reserve, Rollins Savannah, and Ray Lake Forest Preserve should
not be wasted.

> The northeast zone has the most existing development and
fewer opportunities for significant land use change. The
1-94 Corridor has attracted higher intensity commercial and
industrial development and may present opportunities for infill
or complementary development. The Des Plaines River corridor
forms a strong foundation to continue to preserve, mitigate,
connect, and restore natural resources.

> The southern zone of the Corridor is characterized by large lot, low
density residential development. Large areas of natural resources
are comingled with residential areas, creating opportunities
for private landowner stewardship activities. Opportunities
for new and redevelopment exist on isolated sites. While the
existing density limits opportunities for transit services, there
are opportunities to improve connections in the non-motorized
transportation network.

For each of these zones, the Land Use Strategy highlights existing
character and opportunities, market estimates for different land
uses, a suggested balanced land use blend, and annotated maps
suggesting appropriate strategies and typologies for key sites.

The typologies identified for these key sites present options,
starting with typologies that the market and land use assessment
suggests are most appropriate for the site, and proceeding through
second- and third-best options. This approach introduces typically
underrepresented but important typologies, such as a diversity of
residential types, for consideration.

Corridor Land Use Zones
;%;‘iﬁ»’b"‘i*f’ T RET |
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TYPOLOGIES & BEST PRACTICES

The Corridor Land Use Strategy presents a suite of development
typologies and best practices that municipalities should consider for
new and redevelopment opportunities.

Development Typologies

The development typologies include basic information about land
use and intensity, as well as thoughtful guidance on development
standards and design, transportation elements, and environmental

stewardship.

The typologies include:

> Conservation Design: allocates allowable development to smaller, Corridor Commercial: larger building footprints than
more clustered lots in order to maximize natural features and Neighborhood Commercial, located in larger clusters, where
community open space. buildings are more likely to have a single tenant.

> Rural Living: larger lot single-family residential development that Maijor Retail Center: larger collections of retail uses from
should also preserve natural features and open spaces. 125,000 to 600,000 square feet with large retail anchor tenants

> Lower-Intensity Walkable Neighborhood: residential areas and regional customer attraction.
designed using traditional neighborhood standards such as an Corporate Office Center: larger collections of office uses, up to
interconnected street network, common community open spaces, 1.5 million square feet, that often have mid-rise office buildings
smaller residential lots, and a mix of single family and attached and large surface parking lots or parking decks.
residential units such as townhomes. Industrial Park: larger manufacturing and office buildings,

> Higher-Intensity Walkable Neighborhood: residential areas that potentially 50,000 to 500,000 square feet on a single floor. Truck
follow traditional neighborhood design standards including an traffic and loading are a consideration for this typology.
lnterconne?ted §treet neers Cf’mm‘?“ commt'mlty L Village Center: mixed-usecenters typically associated with central
smal~ler re';tsnden.tlal ‘9ts' ar!d a mix of single-family, attached, and business districts, commuter rail stations, or concentrations
multi-family residential units. of community amenities that can support vertical mixing of

> Neighborhood Commercial: smaller building footprints than other residential and commercial uses.

Corporate Office Center Typology

See page 109 for the full exhibit

commercial development typologies. These are typically located at
key transportation nodes and present strong opportunities to co-
locate commercial and residential uses to enhance walkability.
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Best Practices

Best practices are provided to guide municipalities, agencies,
landowners, and developers in creating better development that
achieves multiple goals. They begin with guiding principles that can be
applied corridor-wide, and are followed by more specific best practices
for natural resources, transportation, and land use.

Guiding Principles
> Encourage responsible development

> Locate land uses and development typologies to maximize healthy
economic development

> Coordinate and communicate with agencies and neighboring
municipalities to achieve better, more efficient outcomes

> Maintain local character and promote community
> Pursue a multimodal transportation approach for the corridor

> Value undeveloped landscapes as productive and beneficial

Open Space & Natural Resources
> Manage and restore natural resources

> Establish and improve connections between open space and
natural resource hubs

> Utilize green stormwater infrastructure practices to manage
stormwater on site

> Implement environmentally-friendly landscape management
practices

> Leverage funds and partnerships to maximize protection of
resources

Transportation
> Humanize the scale of streets to support all users

> Provide separation between travel modes according to roadway
context and characteristics

> Manage vehicle speeds at conflict points
> Letlocal streets govern the design of interchanges

> Give priority to transit at congestion hot spots

Land Use
> Assess and modernize zoning and development regulations

> Encourage appropriate infill development

> Consider mixed use development on appropriate sites
> Promote green buildings

> Encourage transit supportive development

> Implement travel demand management programs at employment
centers
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CALL-TO-ACTION

This Land Use Strategy presents information and guidance developed
over several months of intense work and effort by municipalities, Lake
County, and other stakeholders. Its guidance is relevant and valuable
for planning and development for new growth regardless of whether
the Route 53/120 facility is constructed. The guidance is informed by
conversations with stakeholders and the analysis of data and market
dynamics. It is intended to support individual community goals as
well as result in optimal outcomes for the corridor, Lake County, and
the region because it takes a broad, multi-jurisdictional view and
considers influences and impacts beyond the borders of any single
community. As such, it should be viewed as a framework for better
coordination and cooperation between municipalities in advancing
the goals of the residents and other stakeholders of Lake County.

Corridor municipalities and other stakeholders are encouraged to
support this Corridor Land Use Strategy and commit to using the
information, data, best practices, and recommendations to make
thoughtful and informed planning, investment, and development
decisions. The goal is to achieve better preservation and development
outcomes, a higher quality of life, and other benefits that can be
reached through cooperative planning:

> Fewer land use conflicts among municipalities

> Streamlined coordination, investment efficiencies, and cost
savings for utility, infrastructure, open space, and natural resource
investments

> Astronger foundation for establishing other cooperative planning
tools such as boundary agreements, revenue sharing, and shared
public services

> Coordinated economic development strategies to enhance Lake
County’s competitiveness in the region and the Midwest

Maintaining a high quality of life in Lake County requires a
commitment to the assets that make the county so special and
unique. Continued coordination is necessary to help communities
advance preservation and development in the Corridor in a manner
that is consistent with Corridor goals, while simultaneously working
closely with government agencies, community organizations, and
local champions. To facilitate a cooperative approach, future planning
should embody transparency, accountability, open discussion, and
inclusive decision making.

NEXT STEPS

Municipalities are encouraged to adopt the Corridor Land Use
Strategy as a guidance document, either as an addendum to their
municipal comprehensive plan, or as a separate planning guide.
Corridor municipalities are also encouraged to work towards
developing and entering into an intergovernmental agreement (IGA)
or other similar agreement to assist with achieving Corridor goals. It
is through such commitment that we can continue to work together
to achieve multiple goals and preserve the valuable natural and
community assets of central Lake County.
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The 53/120 Corridor Land Use Strategy was presented for public review from Friday September 25 to Friday
October 23". During this time, the draft document was available on the project website and public could comment
via mail, email or through the project website. Additionally, two public open houses were conducted:

e October 14" at the Libertyville Civic Center in Libertyville
e October 15" at the Kemper Lakes Golf Club in Kildeer

At these open houses, a series of 18 boards summarized the content of the document. Additionally, paper copies of
the draft document were available for review. Participants were encouraged to provide comments.

The following input was received:

e 66 Comment forms or card submitted at the open houses
e 250 Comments submitted via email or the website
¢ Additional comments submitted by local agencies or municipalities

Submissions were received from 318 individual sources, but in some instances were split into multiple comments for
tracking and responding to if there were separate thoughts or ideas within the same submission. These comments
were classified as follows:

e 233 comments are specific to the facility itself, either supportive, in opposition, or about the alignment of the
facility, and not the Land Use Strategy document. These comments will be shared with the project partners
who are working on the facility.

e 16 comments provided were in opposition to the Corridor Land Use process. The following are some
examples:

o The Blue Ribbon Advisory Council did not unanimously approve the project and contained hand-
picked organizations that were expected to be least challenging. Most panelists represented Cook
County’s interest.

o Every couple years a politician decides to hire a relative in the engineering business to run a survey
and impact study then the tree huggers come out and make noise and every one forgets about it till
next year when we rehire the relatives and do it all over again

o Land use planning should be limited to road bed areas. Areas outside should be left to the various
villages town county to meet their need. No funds should be spent except for road planning.

o What a leviathan document you have wrought! So impressive a tone - and yet so few of our citizens
will read and understand the huge expenditures of more have been spent to study this wasteful,
imprudent, outdated idea.

As these comments do not pertain to the contents of the Land Use Strategy document, there are no
recommendations for changes.
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21 comments were supportive of either the Corridor Land Use process or draft strategy document. The
following are some examples:

o This opportunity to preserve the ecology while addressing a major problem should not be wasted.

The plans laid out today are well thought out and will accomplish this goal. Better this cost is born by
the tollway than the state.

I like a lot of things about the plan, except for the road. | like information about community typologies
and valuing open space.

I thought this information was very useful. | would like to see future developments follow these best
practices.

Well thought out. | like the value given to agriculture and underdeveloped land. Good ideas. A much
better and holistic approach is being made compared to previous roadways.

Again, as these comments do not pertain directly to the content of the document, there are no
recommendations for changes to the report.

15 comments were provided that did not directly comment on the content of the strategy document, but
instead commented on the process, or the values behind the process. The following are some examples:

(o]

As open space and natural areas are defined, who and how will the areas be created? Funding by
tax is not a good thing.

Who and how will school planning be done as residential areas are defined and school needs are
potentially created, how will this get funded?

Itis crucial to preserve and protect our existing wetlands to keep the quality of living in this area.

I’'m concerned that this roadway is being pushed not for potential economic development by the
surrounding towns less affected by Rte 53 rather than the supposed purpose of reducing traffic
congestion.

Again, as these comments do not pertain directly to the content of the document, there are no
recommendations for changes to the report.

The remaining comments were about the Corridor Land Use Strategy. These have been addressed either
individually or grouped by similar comment or theme. The responses indicate a recommendation as to
whether the draft document should be modified to address the comment:

Comment: Each section of the report should have an introduction/summary.

Response: Each of the three major sections of the report (Corridor-Wide Framework, Planning Zone
Framework and Typologies & Best Practices) have an introduction page (pages 14, 57 and 91)

Comment: The CMAP report is over 100 pages of details without any meaningful executive summary in
order to help understand it.

Response: An executive summary is being prepared to accompany the final document.

lllinois law gives its municipalities the power to negotiate inter-governmental agreements (IGAs) to
avoid costly and wasteful competition for development without the 53/120 tollways, and CMAP should
be providing a parallel strategy for this that presents the appropriate retail, office and industrial
planning for the likely scenario in which 53/120 is not built.

Response: The scope of the study came from the BRAC recommendation, which was to conduct a
Corridor land use planning process that assumed the facility is built.

DRAFT for Land Use Committee Review



Citizen participation has actually been weakened by the Land Use Committee and the larger BRAC
planning process. We'd like to raise our concerns in a more formal way, not just five minute limits at the
end of meetings or a little postcard in an open house, or in these comments after the plan is written.
We want a genuine public hearing where all participants hear all questions and answers.

Response: Noted

The land use plan is not meaningful until the IGA (Inter-governmental agreements) are written and
signed. These should not be considered as separate issues. If the IGA is not binding as they are
suggesting, there is no guarantee that open space will be protected. If history is any indication, given
the choice between a tax-revenue-producing project and the protection of open space, a municipality
nearly always chooses tax revenue.

Response: Noted

Comment: | really don't like the idea of dense housing - more than seven units per acre. We need to
keep the “community atmosphere” - more open space, less people. This will increase the traffic in
Lake County, and | can’t support that!

Response: Noted

Comment: Land use on either side of the roadway needs to be consistent and uniform with the
surrounding communities. Land development establishing shopping malls in residential neighborhoods
in my view is an example of what not to do. Residents of Hawthorn Woods and the surrounding
communities moved there to be removed from commercial traffic and noise. The insertion of
commercial properties into residential communities will benefit some but will not benefit the residential
homeowners. My comments on land use abutting the roadway is that the planned uses should be
consistent with the surrounding communities. Residents moved to the affected communities to escape
commercial noise and traffic.

Response: Noted

One of the most significant technical lapses is the failure to project induced growth outside of the
immediate corridor. Technical analysis of land use changes are restricted to the corridor, but it is clear
that the corridor will have substantial impacts throughout Lake County. This Land Us Plan is misleading
for residents outside the study area.

Response: Noted

Comments addressing the amount of open space in the plan and how it is addressed:
= Plan seems to sacrifice open spaces while claiming to support them.

* It seems that you've identified some wetlands and then created detailed plans to build over
them.

= Corridor-Wide Framework Comments: More open space should be reserved/preserved than
what is currently proposed.

= CMAP says that losing 50% of the corridor’s open space to development is a “balanced”
approach, but it will result in a commensurate loss of species and water quality that rely
on open space. Loss of 50% of open space is not “balanced,” it's destructive of our native
ecosystems. CMAP claims that this strategy will increase open space, when in reality this
strategy sacrifices open space presently used for farming or protected as the 53/120
corridor, and indirectly impacts thousands of acres of protected open space. This is a bad
deal for Lake County residents who value the rural character of Lake County. We don’t want
every square inch of Lake County paved over as in the CMAP development plan! We love the
rural character and our open spaces in Lake County! This Land Use Plan sacrifices thousands
of acres of open space and its promise to mitigate and protect open space is speculative.

Response: The strategy document identifies opportunities and strategies for preserving and enhancing
natural resources and open space. It will be up to municipalities, property owners, developers, and
other stakeholders to decide if and how to preserve these areas.
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10. Comments were provided regarding air pollution:
=  What about air pollution?

= Lake County already has an air pollution problem. We have received an “F” from the
American Lung Association for our air quality for several years now. The data is clear that
large highways increase air pollution and there is NO plan to mitigate for that impact or
the negative impacts it will have on local resident’s health. 63,000 vehicles /day projected
for project will INCREASE congestion and air pollution as well as associated induced
exacerbation of respiratory and cardiac illnesses. CMAP should not be recommending a Land
Use Plan that worsens Lake County’s chronic air pollution impacts on its residents.

Response: Air pollution was not part of the scope of this project.

11. Comments were provided regarding impervious surface amounts:

* lam concerned about what this proposed land use would do to the environment in Lake
County. I am not comfortable with the information that has been provided in this report.
What about the environmental effects of the addition of impervious surfaces in the corridor
communities as well as the Lake County as a whole.

= We believe that impervious cover (IC) in the Corridor is already well above the 10% that
represents a threshold for stream degradation. Induced growth, both in the Corridor and
outside of it, is almost certain to increase IC to the detriment of regional fisheries. Why is this
not discussed and preempted by this Land Use Plan?

* The CMAP Document fails to address the serious ramifications to the impervious cover of
the natural surroundings affected by the proposal. This issue has serious and wide-ranging
effects on natural wetlands, water retention, salt runoff, flooding issues, and safety for
residential and commercial occupants. Again, this is a readily available and accessible topic
that is inexcusably ignored in the CMAP Document.

Response: The amount and locations of impervious surfaces in the Corridor was reviewed and
analyzed during a previous phase of work and used to inform the strategies and recommendations
presented in the Land Use Strategy document. The potential for natural resources in the Corridor to
be impacted by run-off from additional impervious surfaces is mentioned on pages 19 through 27.
Additionally, the best practice 0S-3 Utilize Green Stormwater Infrastructure on page 123 discusses
minimizing impervious coverage.

12.  Comments on impacts to surface water, especially from salt:

= ltis striking that the CMAP Document omits readily available data on the damaging effects
of salt water increases on the Des Plaines River System without ever exploring how the
recommended proposals would greatly exacerbate those effects. Despite the fact that the
Des Plaines River System is one of the most studied river systems in the U.S. and the results
of those studies are available (at no additional cost to taxpayers), it is inexcusable that they
have not been incorporated into the CMAP Document and discussed with all stakeholders
present.

= The plan relies heavily on the use of bio-swales to treat storm-water runoff and salt from
the tollway surface. While bio-swales are desirable they are NOT likely to have performance
characteristics that can deal with salt loading. Salt loading in lakes protected by bio-swales in
Lake County presently exceed guidelines for fully supporting their aquatic life. CMAP should
not be misleading the public with a Land Use Plan that ignores the damage that salt does
to wetlands, streams and lakes. Nor should it overlook the damage done to groundwater by
disposing of briny road runoff through infiltration.

* This Land Use Plan does not recognize the sub-watersheds in the study area. According to
the USEPA's report, Eight Tools of Watershed Protection in Developing Areas, watersheds are
the key to land use planning. This Land Use Plan therefore cannot be expected to protect the
waters of central Lake County.

Response: The condition of surface water in the Corridor, including impaired lakes, ponds, streams
and rivers, was reviewed and analyzed during a previous phase of work and used to inform the
strategies and recommendations presented in the Land Use Strategy document.
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Comment: Why is ADID wetland site in southern Lake County ignored?

Response: ADID wetland data was provided by Lake County. ADID wetlands within the Corridor
boundary are shown.

Comment: The Route 53 routing violates GP-1 and GP-3 in Long Grove, Heron Creek and areas north of
there. “it goes through/over green spaces, woodlands, and watersheds).

Response: This process used the BRAC alignment for Route 53. The final alignment would be
developed as part of future study.

The CMAP Document noticeably fails to address the deep concerns that affected residents and
stakeholders have about the environmental and health impacts on their communities. There have
been serious concerns raised by previous Environmental Impact Studies performed on the Route 53
expansion but these are not addressed in an appropriately serious fashion by the CMAP Document.
Vague assurances about unspecified measures that will be implemented to mitigate what previous
environmental studies have factually indicated are long-term and damaging effects are no substitute
for a transparent and rigorous process that incorporates and includes all of the facts and stakeholders.

Response: This type of detailed analysis is outside the scope of the work for this project, but would be
part of a future Environmental Impact Study, should the process continue.

Value gap - Open space protection is the best antidote to future road congestion, and is available at
a fraction of the cost of the tax and toll increases for the extension of 53. This Land Use Plan should
consider the option for IDOT to reduce congestion by transferring all or part of the land it owns in the
corridor to the IDNR or the LCFPD in addition to the 750 acres it targets for open space.

Response: Noted

What if the development doesn’t happen as predicted? Who gets left holding the bag for the
environmental stewardship fund, or for any shortfall on the gas taxes or new tolls? This plan should not
be saying that land will be protected based on development speculation while condoning the certain
loss of high quality lands and wetlands.

Response: Noted

The Tollway environmental groups who signed on to the BRAC recommendations should assure
promised funding for ecological restoration and a perpetual funding source for management within the
corridor. So far this has not occurred, rendering this Land Use Plan misleading.

Response: Noted

Notably, none of the County’s watershed plans integrate with the Rt. 53 Corridor project. Mill Creek for
example, the most recent watershed plan, includes a call-out box which acknowledges the existence

of the Corridor Plan but does not integrate it into the watershed plan itself. Thus, none of the loading
estimates which were made for the Mill Creek watershed include the existence of the roadway. This
Land Use Plan is invalid without the stewardship commitments of the sub-watershed citizens expressed
in their watershed plans.

Response: Noted

We see the advantage of strengthening the benefits of being part of the corridor planning group

but we prefer that the Lake County Forest Preserve District be the vehicle for making decisions on
implementing the natural resource preservation plans and making decisions on use of the funding for
this purpose. They have an outstanding record in this.

Response: Noted
DRAFT for Land Use Committee Review Page 5
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21.  Several comments relate to the lack of information or planning for utilities.

No mention of severe water shortage in much of proposed development area, especially
west of 120. How will that be addressed?

Build it with the future in mind! Incorporate major utilities within the corridor NOT in the
cities it is now! Utilities: Gas/Electric/LP/Oil - in the planning, incorporate in idea of The OLD
utilities are going to fail - at that time, relocate into the new 53/120 corridor.

The plan threatens our access to clean drinking water! Lake County already has a

problem providing clean drinking water to the western parts of the county because of
overdevelopment. There is currently NO plan in place as to how we are going to provide

clean drinking water for all of this induced development. Healthy underground drinking water
supplies would no longer be recharged by functional wetlands. A Land Use Plan that projects
tens of thousands of new residents without determining drinking water sources is misleading.

There are dramatic sewage treatment plant implications for the increase in population
implied by the Corridor Plan. Phosphorus continues to be a significant problem for urban
areas even with P bans in place. Lake County Public Works recently approved bonding for a
30 million dollar unit process for P control. Limits on ambient concentrations of P are likely
to be more stringent in the future. Who is going to pay for the additional functionality, and
additional plants to handle the increased volume?

Response: The scope of this project did not include utilities.

22.  Several comments indicate that the strategy does not appropriately plan for future congestion:

Fallacy of reducing congestion is repeated. Why do you believe that this project will succeed
when all similar projects have in fact worsened congestion?

How is this supposed to reduce congestion when, along with the road, 22000 homes are
expected to be built along the corridor? Won't that just enable more congestion?

My other concern with this roadway is that CMAP should provide a strategy for reducing
congestion, rather than my perception of fostering potential and | emphasize potential
commercial development. | haven't yet seen the congestion reduction plan. Clearly, this
region has traffic congestion issues but is Route 53 the answer or even the main purpose of
this roadway? Also have other options been explored and evaluated or is this the only plan?

Less congestion as a result of less/lower density development.
There’s no plan for increases brought by development and it’s already atrocious.

Congestion will be exacerbated by additional construction served by unimproved arterial
roads.

Response: Page 45 addresses congestion and the need to plan for other transportation systems and
appropriate land use planning and development to manage future needs and congestion.

23.  Several comments ask for additional detail or attention given to public transportation

The plan seems remiss in public transportation, e.g. no plan for future light rail alongside 53.
No provision for express bus lane. Minimal connection to accommodate road liners. Park &
ride.

IL has already hit peak mileage, people are driving less and millennials are driving even
less than their parents. This is not a forward thinking plan. This Land Use Plan was an
anachronism the day it was released.

Comment: And finally, to reduce congestion, save the ecosystem, and reduce pollution why is
mass transit systems not being investigated more?

Need for focus on public transportation
Plan lacks significant public transportation options.

DRAFT for Land Use Committee Review



24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

= This plan will INDUCE urban sprawl, INCREASE traffic congestion and air pollution and will
deplete our ability to afford infrastructure to make Lake County competitive in a 21st century
economy. We demand instead a plan that offers alternatives to cars and incentivizes cars off
of the roads with transit oriented development, increased pubilic transit, bus rapid transit and
other more modern and competitive transportation options.

Response: Corridor-wide recommendations for public transit are provided on page 46 and 47.
Additional recommendations for how municipalities and developers can plan for future public transit
are provided within the typologies and best practices.

Several comments address the desire for more capacity in local roads, especially east/west roads, to
alleviate congestion:

* Need for more East/West roads/widening versus North/South

= Why aren’t local roads part of the plan to relieve congestion? Have those local roads been
evaluated as part of the plan?

= This Land Use Plan should reflect the conclusion from the June, 2012 Blue Ribbon Advisory
Council report, “There is perhaps no location that presents a greater challenge for the
construction of an environmentally sensitive roadway than the proposed corridor for Route
53/120" by identifying and discussing existing Lake County road corridors that would pose a
lesser challenge

Response: Lake County has a 2040 Transportation Plan that addresses improvements to local
roads. For the purposes of the Strategy report, it is assumed that all the recommendations in that
Transportation Plan will be implemented within the 2040 timeframe.

Comment: Bike trail/access for the older subdivisions is not provided for (e.g. Casey Road Trail along
Casey (North end))

Response: The bikeway plan shown on page 49 reflects the major regional bikeways in the Corridor
and not smaller local connections. These are encouraged and discussed in the typologies and in GP-5:
Create Complete Networks, on page 119.

Comment: It is stated that “Lake County has seen traffic congestion become acute.” Please direct me
to the studies supporting this statement.

Response: An assessment of IDOT Average Annual Daily Trip volume data between 1996 to 2013 for
local roads within the Corridor demonstrates a significant increase in trips over the time period studied,
in some cases greater than 100%.

Comment: The overall strategy does not appear to recognize the true transportation needs of the area.
Instead it sets a pathway for future high-density development and in particular, long-haul truck traffic
and depot-ing.

Response: The document provides a market forecast and strategies on how the forecasted
development can be managed in combination with preservation of open space and quality of life so
that communities and other stakeholders in the Corridor can plan appropriately to meet their goals.

Comment: The more bike plans, the better. North Aimond Rd. has a lllinois bike path, but RT. 120 cuts
the path off from South Almond Rd., which is right by the Lake County Forest Preserve - Aimond Marsh.
It would be great to have an underpass or a overpass connected the two Aimond Roads. The more
bicycle friendly roads and bike trails the better.

Response: Noted.
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29.

30.

31.

32.

Several comments address the amount and type of development shown in the strategy document.

= Why are only “maximum” consumer demand requirements highlighted. We are still recovering
from the dual impacts of over building of retail followed by a severe recession. This appears
to be a self-serving justification without merit.

* The development plan talks much about new housing communities, etc. However, more and
higher-density housing is not desired. Typically associated with such growth is more traffic
issues (the East-West traffic is not addressed in this plan) and increased taxes due to new
schools that will be required to support incremental population growth.

Response: The Land Use Strategy is intended to show market potential for different development types
in the Corridor in order to plan appropriately for this growth. This is not intended as a directive or a
prediction, but as an estimate of the volume of development that may occur, so that communities and
other stakeholders in the Corridor can plan appropriately.

Several comments indicate that commercial and retail development is changing and the strategy
document needs to take that into account:

= Due to changing ways that people shop (i.e. online) there is less need for retail spaces than
in the past so that type of land use should not be encouraged.

= As we continue into the digital age our society is in less need of the office and retail space
that we already have. Why on Earth would we build 22Mil SqFt of new office and retail space
that is not needed. This will further destroy the environment and increase impervious land
that this already over a safe limit.

* Younger people are staying in or close to Chicago - projections on residential and
commercial/land development are flawed!

* The plan does not recognize the trend and need for more workers to be home based more or
much of the time. By the time it is finished, Rte 53, if extended, will be obsolete and a drain
on the economy and ecology.

Response: The market study considered possible current and future trends such as online shopping,
cyber-commuting, and living preferences of young professionals into account in the preparation of the
market forecasts.

Several comments addressed potential impacts on schools.

= Fremont School District 79 will be heavily impacted by this project. While | certainly
appreciate the mountain of work and coordination required to pull this project together, | am
awestruck by this complete lack of impact analysis of both population increases and taxation
implications for impacted school districts. What will the impact of development enticing tax
incentives along both scores of the proposed corridor be for Fremont 79 and other districts?
What is CMAP’s vision of population growth/student growth for communities along the
corridor?

* Who and how will school planning be done as residential areas are defined and school needs
are potentially created, how will this get funded?

Response: School district planning was outside the scope of this effort.

Comments about the desire for more discussion on impacts or probable effects:

* |realize that you had to break down the project into bits to make it possible to digest. You
want to present all of your findings in the best possible way, but you omit any negatives.
These are biased results.

= Comment: Someplace in the report should list the probable effects/changes, Now things are
buried in the “fine print” (details and maps).

Response: The document addresses potential negative impacts on open space and natural resources,
transportation and land use at several points in the document, including in the introduction and in the
Corridor-Wide Framework.
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34,

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

Comment: Who decided a major purpose is to MAXIMIZE economic development in the area. This
directly contradicts the purportedly important quality of life and traffic congestion goals.

Response: The Land Use Strategy is intended to identify an approach to achieve multiple goals, one of
which is economic development. Some stakeholders during the process indicated a desire to maximize
tax-generating development, which helps to support municipal needs. On page 55 the document
discusses the trade-offs that result from this and other goals for the Corridor.

Comment: Hard to believe there is no population density or private property density on the zone -
please consider people, NOT just woodlands, prairies, etc.

Response: Unclear what this comment refers to, but population density was discussed and mapped as
part of the analysis during an earlier phases of this project.

Comment: Population has not increased versus projections as it presented.

Response: The strategy document uses CMAP population projections for 2040, which are lower than
independent third party projections.

The purported need is contrary to the trends. There are currently overbuilt, abandoned buildings,
empty retail and office space throughout Lake County.

Response: The market analysis takes into account current vacancy amounts.

The development plans of the 120 Bypass and the 53 BRAC are the primary motivation for the 53
extension proposal, not incidental considerations, so any pretense that this land use plan seeks to
moderate them are disingenuous. CMAP should either provide a strategy for reducing congestion, or
be clear that its goal is to create “critical mass to become regional centers of commercial use” in Lake
County’s open space, as it states in the Introduction to this strategy.

Response: Noted.

Comment: Consistency about how the roadway project is referenced - 1L53/120, Rte 53/120, IL-
53/120, Route 53/120, the 53/120 facility

Response: Noted. References to the facility will be made consistent.

Page 7. At the 9-24-15 LU Committee Meeting, | offered comments related to the text in the 3rd and
4th paragraphs on page 7 concerning criticism of the”— lack of adequate planning for residential
development—"and “— the result of this imbalanced and unrealistic planning approach can result

in a rise in traffic, disruptions to the environmental systems, and lower quality of life for Lake County
residents, businesses, and others.” As | noted at the 9-24-15 LU Committee Meeting | saw an article
by a CMAP Board Member that was in the Daily Herald Newspaper on 9-15-15 that had the following
comment: “But this simplistic frame misses a critical reality: we cannot implement any truly meaningful
long term fix to government until we bring the archaic hodgepodge of taxes, fees and penalties that
fund local government and schools into the 21st century.” It is my opinion that the comment in

this article directly relates to the text on page 7 of the Draft Document and without these types of
changes the local municipalities must consider the impact on the local school districts that contribute
substantially to the “quality of life for Lake County residents, businesses, and others.” | hope the text
on page 7 can be significantly improved to appropriately reflect the “critical reality” that local units of
government are forced to deal with the lllinois system of funding for all local units of government.

Response: The final sentence of the third paragraph will be revised to read “While it is recognized
that there are a range of issues related to funding of local units of government that influence long-
range planning decisions, the current approach to planning can result in a rise in traffic, disruptions to
environmental systems, and lower quality of life for Lake County residents, businesses, and others.
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44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

Page 10

Page 7- The conclusion that municipalities in the corridor should maximize economic development
potential is not the vision for Hawthorn Woods or all municipalities. One of our goals is to maximize the
rural by design lifestyle as clearly identified on the Village’s website. Please remove this statement.

Response: Revise the statement to read “A thriving Corridor that allows municipalities to achieve
realistic, market supportable amounts of development to the extent it aligns with each community’s
goals; and which can be accomplished within well-planned and designed developments that are
successfully integrated into the natural and cultural context of the area.”

Figure 1: Reflect Grayslake boundaries south of Peterson Road and west of Midlothian Road.

Response: The figure on page 9 will be updated to reflect the current municipal boundaries.

Comment: Page 10: to be consistent the sub-header “Draft & Final Corridor Plan Strategy”
Response: Noted. This will be addressed.

Page 10 - Strategy endorsement and follow-up, talks about each community endorsing the plan, but
doesn’t layout out the detail of how each community will go about endorsing the plan. Does this mean
each community will have to adopt this plan?

Response: It is a goal to have the communities that participated in the process endorse the document,
however, it is up to each municipality to choose if and how they endorse or adopt the document.

Somewhere in the Strategy there should be a reference to the fact that some properties in the corridor
for which there are suggestions in the Strategy may be previously entitled by zoning and/or annexation
decisions which may impact the ability to implement the concepts included in the Strategy.

Response: A comment to that affect will be added to page 12 - “About This Document”

Page 13 - The Plan states communities should consider adopting the Plan as an addendum to

their comprehensive plan or as a separate planning guide by the end of 2016. The Plan also states
communities should develop and enter in an IGA or similar corridor agreement. When will the I1GA be
available for review and comment? Why is the IGA not being reviewed concurrently with the Plan as
both documents complement and reinforce each other? Please remove this request.

Response: The strategy document identifies this as an encouraged, not required, next step. An IGA
was not an envisioned product of this process when the project was initiated in 2014, and therefore
is outside of the scope. The suggestion is that the Strategy and IGA be considered together by each
individual community in 2016. No change.

Page 13- Villages may choose not to adopt the Plan as an addendum to the Village’s Comprehensive
Plan. To do so could obligate the Village to endorse the Plan’s vision and agree to implement it in its
strategic growth plan.

Response: Noted. Communities are asked to consider adopting the Land Use Strategy, but not
required to.

Page 13 - the Village of Mundelein is opposed to any formal adoption of the Land Use Strategy or as an
Addendum to the Mundelein Comprehensive Plan. We would support a separate Planning Guide.

Response: Noted

Page 13 - The Village of Mundelein cannot conceptually agree to an IGA without reviewing the specifics
of the document. We have expressed our resistance to the creation of any group that would add an
additional layer of bureaucracy in regards to development.

Response: Noted
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52.

53.

54.

55.

Page 13/ 1. Adopt the Corridor Strategy: After the first paragraph add a paragraph like “The document
provides guidance on the basis of the time frame in which it was written. It is recognized that there
may be changes to the road alignment and design or further traffic or other studies that could impact
the concepts contained in the Strategy. In adopting the Strategy for use in planning municipalities
reserve the right to change their positions on the concepts included in the Strategy based on changes
to the road design or alignment or new information as it becomes available.”

Response: A new paragraph will be added to page 13 under Adopt the Corridor Strategy that will read:
“The document provides guidance based within the time frame in which it was written. It is recognized
that there may be changes to the facility’s alignment and design or the preparation of other studies
that could impact the concepts contained in the Strategy. In adopting the Strategy for use in planning,
municipalities reserve the right to change their positions on elements of the Strategy based on
changes to the facility design or alignment or to new information as it becomes available.”

Page 13/Second Paragraph/Second Line: Delete “Commit to using” and substitute “consider”

Response: This substitution will be made.

Page 13/Second Paragraph/Third Line: Delete “to make more thoughtful and informed planning,
investment, and development decisions.” And substitute “as they make their municipal land use
decisions.”

Response: This substitution will be made.

Page 13/Fourth Paragraph/Fourth Line: Add “additional” after “through”

Response: This change will be made

Page 13/Line 5: Delete sentence starting with the word “They” and substitute for this sentence
“They are intended to support the communities in their work toward achieving their preservation and
development goals in the corridor.”

Response: The text will be revised to read “To that end, the strategy document must be useful to
Corridor communities as they work toward achieving their preservation and development goals in the
Corridor.”

Pages 16 - 54 - The Plan provides multiple maps identifying Core and Opportunity Landscapes. Will a
comprehensive table summarizing all of this data be generated?

Response: The majority of the maps shown are developed from Lake County GIS data, which is
publically available. At this point a comprehensive table will not be generated as it would be too large
and unwieldy to be useful.

Page 16/Figure 2: Northeast Corner of Rte. 120/83; Wetland area is overstated to the east and north.
Should be half the size of what is shown as a core area and be close to the actual 83/120 intersection.
Area to the north of undesignated strip is developed and so this designation should be eliminated.

Response: The mapping is based upon Lake County GIS wetland data and is intended in this context
for a regional planning approach and not site specific issues.
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59.

60.

61.

62.

Page 12

Page 16/Figure 2: Northwest Lake Street/Washington Street: Area is overstated to the south.
Opportunity landscape should be reduced to the areas north. Land is entitled for single family homes

Response: The opportunity landscape designation is referencing opportunities for preservation as
open space or as a working landscape. As this site is entitled for single-family homes, the opportunity
landscape designation will be removed and changes to the large open spaces map (page 36) and
working landscapes map (page 40), will also be made.

Page 16/Figure 2: Area designated opportunity landscape area near the northeast corner of Peterson
Road and from Alleghany Road on the west to Rte. 53 on the east is overstated. The area is entitled for
manufacturing and office development with an approved development plan. The opportunity landscape
are should be eliminated from this area.

Response: The opportunity landscape for this area is referencing opportunity for wetland mitigation.
While it is possible to integrate wetland mitigation into a manufacturing and office development, the
map will be revised to remove the designation in this area.

Page 18/Figure 3: It should be noted that major park areas only are shown. There are preserved park
sites not shown on this figure.

Response: The label will be changed to indicate they are major park areas shown.

Comment: Corridor Wide Framework map legends were very difficult to read
Response: Noted. These will be enlarged and made clearer to the extent possible.

Figures 2-15: The LC Forest Preserve headquarters office building which is located within a paved
office park, is incorrectly identified with a green label for “parks, preserves, and public lands”.

Response: Modify figures 2 through 15 to remove green color from the site of the LC Forest Preserve
District headquarters.

We suggest stronger language in the Strategy stating the importance of the conservation strategy as
the foundation for a balanced approach to development in the corridor. Also it should be stated that in
seeking the balance in each zone, the municipalities should be cognizant of the previously preserved
acreage.

Response: The last sentence in the third paragraph on page 17 will be revised to read “These
landscapes form the basis of an ecological system that supports and contributes to daily services for
residents and visitors alike and serves as the foundation for a balanced approach to development in
the Corridor.” Additionally, a new last sentence will be added to the first paragraph on page 59 that
will read “As municipalities work together to seek a balanced approach in each zone, they should be
cognizant of the current land use amounts and ratios, including the current amount of protected open
space within their zone.”

On Figure 3: Protected Landscapes (page 18) and Figure 5: Wetlands (page 22), the Wetland Mitigation
Banks that are in my Village of Hainesville and north of Campbell Airport are shown in their correct
location, and on Figure 20: Future Land Use Changes (Page 53), the location of the anticipated land
use changes in my Village are correctly shown as being to the east of the Wetland Mitigation Banks.
However, on Figure 21: Corridor Hot Spots (page 54) and on Figure 33: Zone 2 Detailed Planning Areas
A through H (page 72), the location of the Hot Spot and the Location of Area 2.B is not shown correctly
as being east of the Wetland Mitigation Banks, but rather it is shown incorrectly as being in the
Wetland Mitigation Banks. The text for Detailed Planning Area 2.B on page 73 regarding the “Preferred
Typologies” regarding the preferred land uses is correct for the area “east” of the Wetland Mitigation
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64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

Banks, but the text under “Special Features” primarily relates to the area within the Wetland Mitigation
Banks and not the area to the east. | request that either a new Detailed Planning Area be designated
to the east of the Wetland Mitigation Banks to be consistent with the text for the “Preferred Typologies”
(regarding the preferred land uses) or the current Detailed Planning Area 2.B be expanded to the east,
or maybe as an Area 2.B West & Area 2.B East. | want to make sure that the information in this Corridor
Land Use Strategy Document does not misrepresent the locations of our Villages intended future land
uses.

Response: Area 2.B will be relocated to the east so it will not conflict with the wetland mitigation
banks. Additionally the comments under “Special Features” that pertain to the mitigation banks will be
removed.

Page 18, Figure 3 - The Village’s Public Works facility and the two adjacent residential parcels to the
south (north of Old McHenry just east of railroad tracks) should be identified as ‘protected land’ as on
subsequent maps.

Response: The parcels identified in Figures 4 through 15 as protected land, but not clearly defined in
Figure 3 are Heritage Oaks Park, Hawthorn Woods Aquatic Center, and Hawthorn Community Park.
Figure 3 will be modified to clearly define those parcels.

Page 20/Figure 4. The woodland designation should be removed near Rte. 120/83 northeast corner:
The area is severely degraded and mostly scrub vegetation remains.

Response: The mapping is based upon regional GIS data and is intended in this context for a regjonal
planning approach and not an indication of woodland quality. No change

Page 21 - Core Landscape: Woodlands, who determines if buffer size is feasible? Should consider
keeping buffer requirements consistent with SMCs regulations.

Response: It would be up to each individual municipality to determine what buffer is appropriate for
their specific community. A model ordinance may be developed that provides more guidance. No
change.

Page 22/Figure 5: The BRAC Priority Sensitive Area south of Rte. 120, north of the 53 alignment and
east of Rte. 137/83 should be eliminated as the wetland that was there is no longer present. It was
mitigated for a road extension in the area.

Response: The BRAC Priority Sensitive Areas are shown for reference only. Removing or changing
one would create confusion or imply decisions have been made to modify these areas as part of this
process, which they have not.

Page 24/Figure 6: See comment on Figure 5 above

Response: See response to comment 66.

Page 24/Figure 6: The BRAC Priority Sensitive Area straddling Rte. 45 and south of Rte. 120 should be
eliminated on both sides of Rte. 45 since the area is developed or currently under development.

Response: See response to comment 66.

Page 27-Core Landscape: Prairie and Grasslands: A model preservation ordinance could require
protection of landscapes and mitigation requirements and include buffer requirements. The required
completion of a flora inventory prior to any development or preservation action would definitely
impact cost and set corridor communities apart from other development requirements in non-corridor
communities. Please remove this requirement.

Response: This is not stated as a requirement in the Land Use Strategy, but as a recommendation
which a municipality or agency can choose to undertake.
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72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

Page 14

Page 29- The Plan states that while regulatory floodplains must meet the WDO, special consideration
will be given to the construction of new bridges or culvert crossings and roadway approaches. Does this
provision give the lllinois Tollway special considerations to not follow the WDO regulatory rules through
the Indian Creek March? Please eliminate this section.

Response: Lake County SMC has provided language to clarify the intent of the WDO and has provided
the following language to be used “To ensure no adverse floodplain impacts occur for crossing locations,
additional analysis is required for the construction of new bridges or culvert crossings and roadway
approaches or the reconstruction or modification of existing bridges, culvert crossings, or roadway
approaches.”

Page 30/Figure 9: Much of the area north of Peterson Road and between Alleghany Road on the west
and Rte. 53 to the east is entitled for manufacturing and office with an approved development plan.
The wetland mitigation designation should be removed.

Response: See response to comment 57.

Page 31- The development of a stewardship plan, including who will perform stewardship duties, could
add another layer of regulations on development within the corridor that would further place corridor
communities at a disadvantage compared to non-corridor communities. Please list this as an optional
guideline.

Response: The recommendation of a stewardship plan, in this context, is only for a newly created
wetland mitigation area to ensure it is successful in the long term. It is stated in the Land Use Strategy
as something that “should be considered” and therefore is already optional. No change.

Page 33: looks like a portion of the previous section squeezed its way under the header of the next
section

Response: Noted. Page formatting will be fixed.

Page 33-Terrestrial restoration on land identified with threatened or endangered species, woodlands of
high quality, oak groves, etc., would add another protective layer not found outside the corridor.

Response: The restoration sites identified are areas where restoration or stewardship activities would
have good potential to significantly enhance the natural resources, but no requirement to restore nor
protect these areas is recommended. Such activities would need to be conducted with the knowledge
and consent of the property owner. No change.

Page 33 - Opportunity Landscape: Restoration, will the ERSF assist communities in making changes to
their open space ordinances? This section does not provide any specific information on restoring and
preserving, specifically regulating.

Response: The intent of the ERSF is primarily for physical projects. However, language was included to
allow for the funding of “innovative investments” intended to remediate ecological health issues that
may arise within the Corridor. While it will be up to future parties to decide on a case-by-case basis, it
appears that the ERSF could be used to assist communities with their open space ordinances.

Page 35- The Plan encourages incentivizing wider buffer areas in the corridor than those required by
WDO. What would be the incentives and where would this be encouraged?

Response: The creation of incentives would be up to an individual municipality and could be
encouraged through density or other development bonuses. Priority locations could vary depending on
the presence of natural resources or the amount of adjacent impervious surfaces and would also be at
the discretion of the local municipality. No change.
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83.

Page 36/Figure 12: Much of the area north of Peterson Road and between Alleghany on the west and
Rte. 53 to the east is entitled for manufacturing and office with an approved development plan. The
open space designation should be removed.

Response: The figure will be modified to remove the open space designation from this area.

Page 40, Figure 14 -The Plan depicts a working landscape that is the same area depicted in Area 4.B
on page 87. Area 4.B indicates preferred typologies of conservative design or rural living. However,
working landscape identifies agricultural land. Please explain the discrepancy.

Response: The site in question has attributes that make it a potential candidate to remain as a
working landscape if the property owner so chooses to. Additionally, if a local agricultural conservation
organization was interested and able to work with the landowner to purchase the site, they could
operate it as a working landscape. However, the Land Use Strategy attempts to recognize that there
are other potential uses for this and other sites. This site also has the appropriate characteristics

that could make it a successful wetland mitigation site and it was identified as a “hot spot” during

the analysis process, so therefore, development typologies for the site were identified to provide
additional options and guidance. To provide clarity about the role of the Detail Planning Areas, as they
relate to Core or Opportunity Landscape, the following language will be added to pages 61, 69, 77,
and 83 under the “Detail Planning Areas” sub-headers: “Detailed Planning Areas may include natural
resources that have been identified in the Corridor-Wide Framework section and be protected wherever
possible. If the Detailed Planning Area is developed, suggested land use typologies are identified to
provide guidance.”

Page 40/Figure 14: Property on the south side of Rte.120 and east of Rte. 45 is developed or
currently under development. The westernmost working landscapes designation should be removed.

Response: The figure will be modified to remove the working landscape designation from this area.

Page 40/Figure 14: The area at the northwest corner of Lake Street and Washington Street is entitled
for single family residential. The working landscape designation should be removed for the area shown
east of the RR tracks.

Response: See response to comment 56.

Page 41 - Opportunity Landscape: Working Landscapes, How is the land evaluated? Are lands that
are currently being farmed to be preserved? What if there is developer interested? Who will make
the determination of what lands need to be preserved? Will farmlands within the hot zones be
automatically removed?

Response: The sites shown are intended to represent opportunities. The decision is up to the land
owner if they want to sell or develop the site themselves. Agricultural conservation agencies and
municipalities may choose to work with specific property owners to preserve specific sites.

Page 41- The Plan calls for local ordinances to preserve agricultural lands for future food production.
Are municipalities being encouraged to restrict future development rights of private property owners
across all of CMAP’s jurisdictional areas?

Response: Modifying municipal ordinances to preserve agricultural land is one option an individual
municipality can choose to undertake if they want to support working landscapes. Other strategies are
also presented. No change.

Page 45 - The Plan states 66,000 new County residents, while on Page 50, 65,000 new County
residents is stated. Please correct.

Response: All instances will be modified to reflect the correct forecast of 65,000 residents.
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Page 16

Page 45/Second Paragraph/First Line: Delete the sentence after the word “growth” and substitute
“that is well planned to balance conservation and economic development objectives as determined by
the corridor municipalities will benefit individuals and businesses.” It is not a given that growth in and
of itself will benefit people.

Response: The sentence will be modified as suggested to read “Continued growth that is well planned
to balance conservation and economic development objectives as determined by the Corridor
municipalities will benefit individuals and businesses.”

Page 45/Third paragraph/Third Line: After the word “planning” add “by the corridor municipalities
and Lake County” and delete the work “needed” and substitute “preferred”

Response: This change will be made.

Page 46/Second paragraph/Second Line: after the word “corridor” add “if it can be determined that
sufficient demand is present.”

Response: This change will be made.

Page 46/Third Paragraph: Add at the end of the paragraph “The depicted routes attempt to show
major potential routes only. Final alignments and/or additional routes could be added if studies show
a need.”

Response: The following text will be added to the end of the third paragraph: “The corridors and service
areas identified attempt to show general areas of major potential, not specific or final alighments.
Additional corridors and service areas could be added as future studies show potential.”

Pages 46 and 47 Public Transit: | would like to note that | am not only the Mayor of the Village of
Hainesville, but I have also recently been appointed a Member of the PACE Board.as the representative
for Lake County. In my review of the map on page 47 (Figure 16: Recommended Transit Network) |
cannot help but notice the significant gap in the recommended transit service network in our area.

I suggest that there may need to be some consideration for some recommended future minor

transit routes for possible inclusion on Figure 16 (or in the text since the study area boundary on

the map is cut off just a little south of the existing Round Lake Beach Train Station and the existing
commercial corridor along Rollins Road). One of these recommended future minor transit routes

could possibly run east-west along the Washington Street corridor in our area to offer public transit
connection opportunities to the existing North Grayslake train station on Washington Street with
further opportunities for connections with the existing minor transit routes that service the College of
Lake County (CLC). Another recommended future minor transit route could possibly run north-south
along the Hainesville Road corridor from at the north end at the Round Lake Beach train station/Post
Office area and the Rollins Road commercial area, to the south through the Village of Hainesville to the
connecting opportunities for the future east-west Washington Street minor transit route, and continuing
to the south to the existing minor transit Route at IL. Route 120 (and possible south of Route, 120 to
the area shown for future land use change to the east of the Wetland Mitigation Banks- See Figure

20). I recognize that these possible future minor transit routes are not reflected in the Appendix under
the “Transit Analysis” section, but it should be noted that the existing Round Lake Beach Train Station
and the existing commercial corridor along Rollins Road are both just a little north of the study area
boundary as shown on the maps on pages 163 through 169. | further recognize that since the maps on
pages 163 through 169 only address the area inside the study area boundary that they would not be
changed, but | hope my comments regarding Figure 16: Recommended Transit Network (or the related
text) can be changed to reflect my comments.
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Response: The transit map did not suggest future routes on Hainesville Rd, Washington St, and Rollins
Rd, as the approach focused on areas anticipated for the most new development to help encourage
that new development be constructed in a most transit-supportive manner. However, there is potential
as pointed out to extend service in areas with existing and growing development. Additionally, providing
fixed-route bus lines is challenging. With this information in mind, the strategy document will be revised
to include recommendations to enhance, expand, and promote, the Round Lake Area Call-n-Ride
service to provide more demand-responsive transit service in this part of Lake County. If ridership
grows, it may also be possible in the future to create deviating route bus lines that more formally serve
Hainesville Rd, Washington St, and Rollins Rd, as corridors while also still retaining the flexibility and
convenience that on-demand services offer to users.

It concerns Figure 17 - Recommended Bikeway Network. | live in the Longmeadow Estates Subdivision
on the west side of Mundelein. We are bordered by Route 83 on the west and Route 53 on the east.
Long story short, our subdivision is cut off at the present time from the rest of Mundelein due to this
unimproved Route 53 right of way. In any event, on Figure 17, it does not show any proposed facility
(bike path/trail/walking path) to connect our subdivision to the east side of the 53 right of way using

a means of non-motorized travel. Right now, in order to get to any part or destination in Mundelein

or the surrounding area, | need to travel by car from my home. It is my hope that should this road be
constructed, that our subdivision does not continue to be cut off (trail wise) from the rest of Mundelein.
Should a bike path/trail/walking path be constructed, our residential subdivision will be just a short
walk or bike from: 1) Mechanics Grove School; 2) Fremont Library; 3) Mundelein Park District; 4) Lake
County’s Prairie Crossing/Millennium Trail System; and, 5) A sidewalk network that would connect our
area to the rest of Mundelein, including, its downtown.

Response: The Recommended Bikeway Network map in the report was based on creating a more
connected network at the regional-scale given the existing street pattern in developed areas and also
recognizing the potential for new right-of-way through undeveloped land. As a result, an east-west
connection between Maple Ave and Winchester Rd was not specifically called out as it would require

a level of detailed work that is outside the scope to weave-together the existing subdivision road
networks at the neighborhood-scale. However, language that supports of such east-west connections is
provided in the last paragraph on page 48 of the document.

Page 49, Figure 17 - Recommend Bikeway Network. Mundelein will be severely impacted by the
construction of Route 53. It will essentially bifurcate the Mundelein community into two halves.
Bikeway Network needs to be incorporated into the Plan to connect the western portion of Mundelein
with the eastern portion of Mundelein across the Route 53 right-of-way. Otherwise residential access
to our schools, Park District, and Library facilities will be unreachable by pedestrians. Please refer to
attached documents.

Response: See response to comment 89.

Starting on page 49 on Figure 17: “Recommended Bikeway Network” there is a dashed green line
(labeled on the map legend as being for “Off-street trail opportunities”) that starts toward its south end
around the intersection of Route 60 & Peterson Road & extends in a curvilinear pattern north to Route
120; but it is not until we get to the more detailed maps in the “Planning Zone Framework” Section
that this bikeway (that is now labeled as a “Recommended Priority Bikeway”) is now shown as running
through the middle of one of our Villages existing Planned Unit Developments (known as Saddlebrook
Farms) that is a private age restricted development for seniors. This “Recommended Priority Bikeway”
is shown on several of the maps in this Section including, but maybe not limited to, Figures 26, 27,
28, 32, 33, & 34. We do not support having this “Off-street trail opportunity” or “Recommended
Priority Bikeway” that is shown in this location running through the middle of one of our Villages
existing privately owned age restricted Planned Unit Developments. We may support the concept of
this potential bikeway if it can be re-located to the west so that it does not include any of the property
in this existing privately owned age restricted Planned Unit Development, & provided that the adjacent
Village to the west (the Village of Round Lake) does not object to this new location.

Response: All figures showing bikeways will be modified to relocate this recommended route.
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Page 18

Page 49/Figure 17/ A path running west from the Prairie Crossing RR station through the landfill (per
the end use plan) and further west connecting to the shown Alleghany Road path and continuing
further to west of Alleghany should be shown. Also this would eliminate the dashed green line from the
station to across Rte. 53. The remaining dashed green line in this area is generally provided for in the
Cornerstone approved project.

Response: The figure will be modified as suggested.

Page 50/First Paragraph/Last Sentence: We have been told that the market studies say that the road
itself will not materially change the expected new residential unit count in the corridor. This sentence
seems to imply otherwise and should be revised to say something like: “While the highway will not
materially change the projected population in the corridor it will provide improved access and mobility
to the projected residential population.”

Response: The last sentence of this paragraph will be changed to read “Additionally, the improved
access and mobility provided by the facility and the projected increase in population will impact
housing decisions at a micro level.”

Page 50-The Plan states the corridor shall serve as a catalyst for economic development and attract
corporate offices, modern business parks, and retail developments that were previously out of the
development pattern for such uses. How will this be reconciled if this is not the Village’s municipal
vision and goal? Please remove this statement.

Response: The statement will be revised to read: “The limited access highway can act as a catalyst for
economic development and attract corporate office, modern business parks and retail development
to areas within the Corridor that seek such development but were previously out of the development
pattern for such uses.”

Page 53, Figure 20- the Land Use depicted in the documents are inconsistent with our 2011
Comprehensive Plan. The draft document indicates industrial land use which is inconsistent with our
Comprehensive Plan that indicates residential for areas south of Winchester Road.

Response: For the purposes of the analysis summarized in Figure 20, the future land use plans for
the communities in the Corridor were aggregated. Certain sites, such as the one identified, are in
unincorporated Lake County and identified in the future land use plans of more than one municipality.
In these instances, the most intense land use was used for the map. In this case industrial is
considered more intense than residential and was shown for this site in another community’s future
land use plan. '

Page 53/Figure 20: The figure should reflect entitled properties in the corridor. Note particularly:

e The southwest corner of Peterson Road and Rte. 83 is entitled for mixed use and is not single
family as shown on the figure. This missed use designation should include the area in white at the
corner.

e The southwest corner of Alleghany Road and Rte. 120 is entitled for single family residential.

¢ Theindustrial area on the west side of Atkinson Road and north of Rte. 120 should include a larger
area running from Center Street south to near Rte.120.

¢ Areas along the north side of Peterson Road and east of Rte. 83 and fronting on the fairgrounds
should be designated as Retail or Commercial.

Response: The map was part of an analysis that compared the existing land uses to those shown on
municipal future land use maps. The map is included in the strategy document for reference only.
Maps will be changed to reflect a different land use than what is shown on the future land use map
only in the case of an entitled development.
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This may seem like a specific comment but it relates to the general presentation where all of the
maps/figures do NOT show “Interchange Locations” with the exception of the one map/figure 21.
That figure has the title of “Corridor Hot Spots” but it includes “blue dots” on the map/figure 8 & the
“blue dots” are labeled in the map legend as being “interchange locations,” considering that these
“interchange locations” are not shown on the other maps/figures, it would appear “generally” that
these “Interchange locations” should not be shown on this one map/figure.

Response: Potential interchange locations will be removed from that graphic.

Page 54. At several of the past Land Use Committee Meetings and at several of the past Finance
Committee Meetings (where | was also a-member), there were comments made that the location

of potential “interchanges” was a matter for “later” study and later discussions. | noticed that the
“Interchange Locations” have been removed from all of the maps in the Draft Document with the
exception of the one map on page 54 (Figure 21: Corridor Hot Spots). | hope that this was just an
oversight and this Map/Figure will be made consistent with all of the other Maps/ Figures in the Draft
Document and the “Interchange Locations” will be removed from this Figure 21.

Response: As noted in the response to comment 97, the interchange locations will be removed from
this figure.

Page 58 - Figure 22: Similar to the labeling on maps earlier in this document, please shift the label
“Libertyville” to show the fact the Village is within the Project Study Area.

Response: Modify labeling on Figure 22 to show Libertyville is within the Corridor study boundary.

Pages 59, 68 and 82 - The Plan breaks down the Corridor into four zones. Although it states
municipalities were not divided across multiple zones, Hawthorn Woods is in Zones 2 and 4. Please
explain this contradiction. The Village of Hawthorn Woods should be treated equally and only be placed
in one zone so as not to have to seek two separate planning groups’ consensus. Please correct this
error and place Hawthorn Woods in Zone 4.

Response: Hawthorn Woods will be removed from Zone 2.

The scale bar (and related measurements) for the more area wide maps (Figures 1-17) and map
(Figure 20 for the “Future Land Use Changes) appears to be consistent with one another, but the
scale bar (and related measurements) for the maps for the Detailed Planning Area Zone 2: North
Central Corridor (Figures 32, 33, and 34) does not translate to be consistent with the scale bar or the
measurements related to the area wide maps.

Response: The scale bar for all enlarged Planning Zone figures will be corrected.

Page 68 - Hawthorn Woods is misspelled in Zone 2. Please correct the spelling throughout the
document.

Response: The spelling of Hawthorn Woods will be corrected.

Page 68/First Paragraph/Line 6: After “While” add ” there is a large protected wetland restoration area
and a large community park in Grayslake and west of the proposed roadway alignment other areas in”/
change “lacks” to “lack”

Response: To preserve the intent of the paragraph, the text will be modified to read “There are fewer
protected open spaces west of the proposed roadway alignment, so planning for additional open space
is encouraged to preserve community character and natural resources.”
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110.

111.

112.

Page 20

Page 69/Second paragraph: Add to the end “The approved Cornerstone project in Grayslake, located
in the Peterson Road corridor, utilizes this mixed use concept by including office, manufacturing retail/
commercial, open space, and single family and multi-family residential in a single plan.

Response: This section is intended to highlight the market forecast for this planning zone. This
sentence will be placed at the end of the fourth paragraph on page 68.

Page 70/Figure 32: The wetland mitigation area shown as item 3 is on land already entitled for office
and manufacturing. This depiction should be deleted.

Response: See response to comment 57.

As the end use plan for the landfill will be as an open space feature, please show the landfill as green/
open space in figures 32, 33 and 34.

Response: Exhibits 32, 33 and 34 will be modified accordingly.

Pages 70, 72, 74 - Please be sure to label the MD-N [Metra rail line] in all of the maps in the Zone 2
chapter.

Response: Labels will be added to the maps as indicated.

Page 71/0pen Space and Natural Resources section: Item C should be deleted (see comment
number24 above). The area north of the east/west interchange, with its existing wetland/soil
conditions is very appropriate for mitigation activities.

Response: Item C and the corresponding graphic and text will be removed from pages 70 and 71.

Page 72/Figure 33: Area 2C is already entitled for single family residential which is consistent with the
surrounding land uses.

Response: Area 2. C will be removed from the report.

Pages 72-73: Area 2.F/Preferred Typologies: Please confirm that professional offices (attorneys,
medical, etc) are considered to be part of “neighborhood commercial” or “corridor commercial”, as
these may be well suited for incorporation into a multi-use structure at this location.

Response: Professional offices and appropriate for both “Neighborhood Commercial” and “Corridor
Commercial”

Pages 72-73:Area 2.F/Special Features: Opportunity to provide employee shuttle services between
Metra and nearby employers. Opportunity to offer increased transit services to serve reverse
commuter needs.

Response: The following item will be added to the “Special Features” portion of Area 2.F: “Opportunity
to capitalize on the Metra stations to improve last-mile connectivity (for the commute and reverse-
commute) through increased transit, employee shuttles, and vanpools.”

Pages 72-73:Area 2.F/Best Practices: We agree mixed-use is appropriate here, but given proximity to
the landfill this would likely be of the non-residential nature, such as a mix of office above retail. Your
definition of LU-3 in the back of this document does not seem to take into account the possibility of an
office/retail mixed use without a residential component.

Response: The first sentence for LU-3 on page 130 will be modified to read “Mixed-use development
refers to the practice of including residential and non-residential uses, or two different types of non-
residential uses such as retail and office, in a single building or within a single development site or
block.”
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121.

Pages 72-73:Area 2.H/Preferred Typologies: In addition to listed typologies, please add Corporate
Office Center and additional typologies that might permit professional/medical offices and hospitality
uses (such as hotels that could provide supportive services for neighboring corporations and tourism/
tournament facilities).

Response: Corporate Office Center will be added to the list of preferred typologies for Area 2.H.

Pages 72-73:Area 2.G/Map Outline: On the Meyer Farm property, we suggest that the portion of area
2.G located in Grayslake be a separate map number with separate typologies, etc, as their zoning
suggests Corridor Commercial, which is not permitted at all in the Libertyville portions of the outline.

Response: Area 2.G will be split into two separate areas to accommodate this request.

Pages 72-73:Area 2.G/ Typologies: The Libertyville portions should have the typologies Corporate Office
Center and industrial Park. Please remove Corridor Commercial.

Response: Noted, see previous response.

Pages 72-73:Area 2.G/Best Practices: Add “Encourage high employment generating uses”.

Response: Add a new comment under special features: “Opportunity for high employment generating
uses proximate to transit.”

Comment: Village of Green Oaks was listed as Green Lake on page 76
Response: Noted. This will be corrected.

Page 83 - Figures noted in Zone 4 appear to be labeled incorrectly. Please correct.

Response: The title of Figure 41 on page 83 will be corrected to read “Zone 4 Forecasted Market
Ranges”

86, 88 - Please be sure to label the NCS [Metra rail line] in all of the maps in the Zone 4 chapter.

Response: Labels will be added to the maps as indicated.

Page 86 -Figure 44 coupled with Detailed Planning Areas on page 87, indicate that Area 4B and 4C are
opportunities to mitigate wetlands on site. Area 4B is almost the entire area west of Route 53, south of
RR tracks and north of Indian Creek Road. Area 4C is the property south of Indian Creek and just east
of Conservatory of Indian Creek. The preferred typology of these two areas is Conservation Design or
Rural Living. Please correct.

Response: These areas both have attributes that make them opportunities for wetland mitigation,
as identified on pages 30 and 31, should the property owner wish to pursue this opportunity. The
preferred typologies for area 4.C will be modified so that both 4.B and 4.C reflect the preferred
typologies of Conservation Design or Rural Living.

Comment: The “typologies” definitions include residential and economic development areas but
NOTHING for “green spaces” or “natural landscapes” (only for human effects on the land). Typologies
exclude anything not man-made. No green typology, no parks and recreation (non-commercial).

Response: The Corridor-Wide Framework and Planning Zone Framework identify where open spaces
and natural resources are located in the Corridor and where efforts should be made to preserve and
enhance them. The role of the typologies is to identify good design and planning principles if a site is
developed.
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Page 22

Page 114: The page number references are incorrect
Response: The page number references will be corrected.

Page 115 - The Plan summarizes that LID focuses on customizing site design to each site and exploring
non-traditional site infrastructure approaches and sizes (lots, streets, curbs, gutters, sidewalks). It is
our position that it is not cost-effective or manageable for a Public Works Department to consider non-
traditional infrastructure approaches. Please adjust this summarization.

Response: The sub-header will be changed from “Use Low Impact Development (LID)” to “Reduce
Environmental Impacts of Development”. In this context, LID is provided as one example. Additionally,
the language in the first full paragraph in the second column will be changed to read “Developers
should be educated about the benefits of practices such as LID and encouraged to incorporate the
principles into development plans as long as they align with local municipal ordinances, building codes
and overall community goals.”

Page 115 - The Plan summarizes that LID focuses on decentralizing stormwater management and
addressing rain where it falls rather than somewhere downstream. It seems that the goal in Lake
County, overall, is to centralize everything because it is more efficient and less costly, but stormwater
management is now being proposed to be decentralized. Please explain the inconsistency as it will cost
more, be less efficient and more difficult to maintain. Please adjust this summarization.

Response: While centralization can be effective in certain situations, the strategy of “addressing
rainwater where it falls” can be a cost effective tool to mitigate flooding and water quality impacts due
to new development. So both approaches can be valid. To provide clarity, the bullet point will remove
the comment about decentralizing and be modified to read “Address rain where it falls where possible,
rather than somewhere downstream”

Comment: Guiding Principles -GP=6 refers to “open local spaces.” No other mention of natural
landscapes. A mowed corporate lawn is NOT “GREEN SPACE!”

Response: GP-6 focuses on undeveloped landscapes that should be recognized for their potential
value beyond the open spaces and natural resources already discussed as important in the Corridor-
Wide Framework. Additionally, on page 39, the document provides recommendations and Strategies
for management and stewardship activities on private properties for restoring and recreating natural
environments.

Page 125 - Open Space Best Practices, 0S-5, states ERSF funds will be finite and some strategies may
include purchasing easements or development rights to protect lands instead of fee simple purchases
or using the ERSF to provide matching funds for grants. Please remove the suggested strategies

or significantly expand the list of potential strategies that could be considered as some corridor
communities may not necessarily want to be limited to those already identified. Please remove or
expand strategies.

Response: The first sentence of the second paragraph on page 125 will be revised to read “Some
strategies to leverage ERSF investments could include the purchasing or donation of conservation
easements or development rights by public or private conservation organizations, or obtaining
matching grants from State or Federal agencies for significant undertakings and larger multi-
jurisdictional projects.”

Comment: “Transportation” Best Practices -TR-1 Humanize the scale of streets. Tollways are not
humanized.

Response: The strategy document is focused on the local roads in the Corridor and not on the design of
the Tollway.
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Page 126 - Transportation Best Practices, TR-1 seems to suggest that roads should be designed with
emphasis on pedestrians and bikes, more than the amount of cars that the roads can accommodate;
that is, reducing the number of lanes of traffic to make it safer for pedestrians and bikes. Please
confirm this is the intent as it is difficult to understand the concept of moving more cars through the
area more quickly while primarily focusing on how to integrate pedestrians and bikes in the manner
suggested. Please highlight how adding additional employment centers along the tollway will reduce
traffic and not increase local traffic, as not every employee or consumer will use the toll road.

Response: The best practice emphasizes that roadway design should take a holistic approach, and
that design for people walking and riding bikes is a core part of road design rather than just limited

to providing sidewalks and bike facilities after the fact or as retrofits. Relative to the impact on local
traffic - on page 45, the report discusses the connection between transportation and land use. The
report acknowledges that development (including additional employment centers along the tollway)
will bring an increase in travel, and that increased capacity of new roads could also stimulate new
development. With regard to how more travel impacts “traffic” (i.e. congested travel conditions for
vehicles) the outcome depends on two key things: how much travel new roads attracts and how people
in new developments get around. A more involved transportation study would be required to determine
the net impact on traffic - something that was beyond the scope of this land use study. Instead, the
focus of this study was to provide guidance on appropriate land use development patterns that can
help manage the growth of single-occupancy vehicle trips (from development and road construction) to
increase the likelihood that more travel doesn’t lead to more traffic. Transit supportive development is
the key mechanism suggested to help ensure that automobile trips grow at a slower rate than the rate
at which road space grows.

Appendix Market Analysis Section: Again | recognize that this was a separate study and | don’t

know if there will be any revisions to this part of the Draft, Document, but | do want to note some
inconsistencies in the “Retail Forecast, 2015-240 Section.” For example on the paragraph on the left
hand side of page 153 there are references to Figures 76 and 77 and on page 155 there is a reference
to Figure 79, but in between these Figure references, there does not appear to be a reference to

a Figure 78: “Retail Leakage within Regional Retail Cluster Trade Areas.” On the right hand side of
page 153 there is a reference to an Exhibit 23 and in the text related to that Exhibit 23 there are
references to “retail leakage” so that it appears that instead of the reference to Exhibit 23, the correct
reference should be to Figure 78. Also on. this page 153, the title of “Potential New Corridor Regional
Retail Clusters” is on the right hand side of the page above the paragraph that references “retail
leakage” while the paragraph on the left hand side of this page references “new regional retail cluster
development”: It would appear that it would be more consistent that the title of “Potential New Corridor
Regional Retail Clusters” should be above the paragraph on the left hand side of the page and not
above the paragraph on the right hand side of the page that references “retail leakage.”

Response: The reference on page 153 to “Exhibit 23" will be corrected to read “Figure 78.” The sub-
header “Potential New Corridor Regional Retail Clusters” and the paragraph that follows will be moved
to the top of page 154 to relate more clearly to the graphic and the next section.

Again, while | do not know if there will be any changes to this part of the Draft Document, | do want

to note that there appears to be a general reference to retail leakage occurring in “the northwest and
far southern portions of the Corridor”, but there is not a reference to indicate that (according to the
information shown on Figure 77) that the highest area of Retail Leakage is found along the portion

of the Route 120 Corridor where the Village of Hainesville (and adjacent Villages) is located. | find it
unfortunate that on Figure 85: Projected Corridor Retail Development 2015-2040 (page 160) that the
pink area around the larger red dot for the “Potential New Retail Cluster” stops just short of the area
shown for “Future Land Use Change” (Figure 20 on page 53) for the anticipate land use changes in my
area just to the east of the Wetland Mitigation Banks.

Response: Figure 85 will be modified to extend the pink area further to the northwest.

163-9 - Please be sure to label the NCS [Metra rail line] in all of the maps in the Transit Analysis
chapter.

Response: Labels will be added to the maps as indicated.
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132. Lake County SMC provided a series of detailed edits to clarify that the recommendations are consistent
and do not represent changes to the existing WDO. Modifications in-line with their recommendations
will be made to pages 23, 25, 27, 29, 31, 35, 63 and 123.

133. Pace provided suggested edits to clarify transit goals and make sure they are in alignhment with their
future plans. Modifications in-line with their recommendations will be made to pages 46 and the
Transit Analysis Appendix.
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Aaron Lawlor

%}Ké La ke CO u nty County Board Chair

18 North County Street — 10" Floor

Waukegan, lllinois 60085-4351

Phone 847 377 2300

Fax 847 360 7322

www.lakecountyil.gov
October 27, 2015

Village President Angie Underwood
3110 Old McHenry Road
Long Grove, IL 60047

Dear President Underwood and Village Trustees:

I understand that the Village Board will be discussing the proposed IL Route 53 project at your
board meeting tonight. I request that the Village Clerk read this letter into the record at your

public meeting.

I attended the recent informational meeting on this subject to observe. As the organizers of the
event, you know that I was not invited to present. Nonetheless, I was happy to discuss the Route
53/120 project and respond to questions. I used this opportunity in an attempt to correct the false

and/or misleading information that was shared in the official presentation.

I was dismayed at the inaccurate information that was passed off as “fact.” For example, it was
incorrectly stated that incremental tax growth on current businesses and residences would be
diverted from schools and other taxing districts to the new road. The truth is that the proposed
“Value Capture” funding option described in the Route 53/120 Finance Committee’s March
2015 Report would capture 25\% of the increase in real estate assessed value on new non-
residential development in the corridor and those revenues would be dedicated to the
Environmental Restoration and Stewardship Fund that would be controlled by local elected
officials and key stakeholders. Taxing bodies would continue to base their budgets and levies on
the assessed value of all existing residential and commercial property, all new residential growth
and 75% of new commercial growth. Additionally, the Value Capture funding option would
need to be approved by the Illinois Legislature and this action should prioritize all TIF districts



that currently exist, or are created prior to the implementation of the Value Capture funding

mechanism.

Many questions that have been raised regarding environmental impacts, the final alignment and
location of the interchanges would be studied by an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
process. An EIS would have a robust public input and outreach component. It is also required to

consider a “no build” scenario, in addition to the proposed alignment options.

Unquestionably, there are deeply rooted opinions on this project. I respect differences of opinion
and am always willing to engage in a conversation. As county and local leaders, we have had
successful partnerships in the areas of law enforcement services, shared services, stormwater
management, and much more. I look forward to continuing to work with you and hope that we
can recognize that the inaccurate information and the manner in which it was presented is not fair

to our residents.

I encourage your residents to read the IL Route 53/120 reports for themselves. This information

can be found at www.ILRoute53.org.

Sincerely,

ot

Aaron Lawlor

Lake County Board Chairman

Cc: Trustee Stan Borys

Trustee Bill Jacob

Trustee Lori Lyman

Trustee John Marshall

Trustee Michael Sarlitto

Trustee George Yaeger

Village Clerk Heidi Locker-Scheer
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Route 53 extension opponents
hosting informational meeting in
Long Grove
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With the proposed extension of Route 53 looming over Long Grove, an organization that opposes the
plan says residents should be informed of potential economic and environmental impacts. The group,
One Long Grove, is hosting an informational meeting Tuesday on what they believe the extension would
mean for the community.

MARK BLACK | Staff Photographer, 2002

ﬂ Erin Hegarty



So the organization dedicated to fighting the proposed multibillion dollar project is urging residents to attend
an informational meeting Tuesday addressing its potential impacts.

Long Grove Village Trustee Michael Sarlitto, along with
environmental and transportation experts, will discuss the impacts the expansion would have on the
community's surroundings and traffic patterns at 7 p.m. Tuesday, at Kildeer Countryside School, 3100 Old
McHenry Road, Long Grove.

Talk of extending Route 53 north from its current terminus at Lake-Cook Road to Route 120 has been ongoing
for decades, but the project has picked up steam in recent years. The proposed 12-mile expansion is expected to
take the shape of a four-lane, "urban boulevard," or a limited-access parkway, according to Illinois tollway plans.
It would cost as much as $2.65 billion, according to estimates.

Proponents have argued that the extension could significantly reduce traffic congestion in Lake County, lowering
residents’ commutes by several hours each week.

But One Long Grove, a group that backed a slate of Trustees Stan Borys, Bill Jacob and Sarlitto in the April
municipal election, says the expansion, and the proposed economic developments that come with it, could
create even more traffic.

"Clearly it's all about economic expansion, and has nothing to do with road relief," Marshall said. "Development
means a lot more cars, not less."

Opponents also argue that the additional cost of tolls and a potential congestion fee would make the road too
expensive for many daily commuters.

meeting collecting signatures on cards that will be sent to Gov. Bruce Rauner, urging him to oppose Route 53
expansion.

Marshall said most residents One Long Grove has heard from are against the expansion.
"Most people aren't even aware of this project, which is just shocking," she added.

Other communities along the possible route of the extension, including Hawthorn Woods, Kildeer, Mundelein
and Round Lake, also have raised concerns over the road's expansion.
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Audience 'gangs up' on county board chair
during Route 53 meeting

Ronnie Wachter . Contact Reporter
Pioneer Press
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Lawlor feared becoming "punching bag" during Long Growe's Route 53 meeting

OCTOBER 22, 2015, 4:48 PM

N o new information —but a lot of old emotions — came out of Long Grove's open-house
meeting to discuss the possible extension of Illinois Route 53.

Lake County Board President Aaron Lawlor responded to criticism by saying he would not be
treated like a "punching bag," and Long Grove Village President Angie Underwood asked the
crowd to stop berating him.

Underwood and two other members of the Long Grove Village Board spent about 90 minutes on
Tuesday skewering aspects of the Illinois Tollway's plan to extend Route 53 from its current
terminus at Lake Cook Road up to Illinois Route 120 in Grayslake.

The project would build an entirely new, likely four-line highway near or through wetlands and
neighborhoods. The 12 miles of new pavement, currently estimated to cost about $2.5 billion,
would then join a renovated Route 120 in an attempt to ease traffic and spur economic
development.

Article continues below {
In a recently published public-opinion survey that Long Grove Village Hall funded, 53 percent of
respondents opposed the project, while 47 percent favored it. On Aug. 17, Hawthorn Woods

convened a Village Board meeting with hundreds of residents to discuss how it might be affected
by the construction.

Underwood said she had been impressed by that session and wanted to hold her own.

Village officials billed this week's meeting as an official Long Grove Village Board session, but no
official meeting was ever called to order, and only three of the six board members present —Stan



Borys, Michael Sarlitto and Underwood — stood before the audience or spoke. All three identified
themselves as against the extension.

Underwood said she wanted to keep an open mind to its possibilities, but Sarlitto and Borys spoke
frankly about the flaws they see.

"If there are any residents here who support this, I dare you to come up here and explain
something positive about it," Sarlitto told the audience of about 20o0.

No one in the standing-room-only audience answered that challenge. The Long Grove board had
invited Lawlor, as well as County Board member Sid Mathias, Hawthorn Woods Mayor Joe
Mancino and Lake County treasurer David Stolman to attend.

At several points, crowd members called for Lawlor to answer questions, which he stood up and
responded. Lawlor challenged nearly everything Sarlitto and Borys put into their presentation—
like how a first-of-its-kind tax financing district might affect Long Grove and the per-mile price of
the project.

No new information on the project itself came from the gathering. Lawlor said Long Grove invited
him on the promise that he would not be asked to make a presentation.

"I'm not going to be here, at a meeting that I was explicitly told I wouldn't be speaking at, just to
be a punching bag," Lawlor told the crowd.

Underwood admonished the visitors —about 25 of whom stood along the walls or sat on the floor,
because the gym had plenty of open space but too few seats —to respect Lake County's top elected
official.

"This is not a meeting for everyone to gang up on Aaron Lawlor," she said.

But Sarlitto said some of Long Grove appears to be misinformed, saying that the 47 percent of
survey respondents who want Route 53 needed to know what he knew.

"If you had the facts that have been crammed up in this little noggin in the last month, it would
be a hell of a lot higher," Sarlitto said.

"Long Grove is Ground Zero for this project," Sarlitto said. "It starts right here, in this gym."

rwachter@pioneerlocal.com



Daily Herald

Transportation = updated: 10/22/2015 4:20 PM

Tollway board pressured to build
or not build Route 53 extension

Residents on both sides of extending Route 53 in Lake County made their case to the
Illinois tollway board Thursday.

Daily Herald File Photo

Marni Pyke

With $5.8 million for planning studies in the Illinois tollway's proposed 2016 budget that could be used to
analyze the Route 53 extension, advocates for both sides of the issue bent the tollway board's ear
Thursday.

The tollway has been mulling over whether to adopt the project, which would push Route 53 north to
Route 120, since 2011. A vote by directors is expected soon on whether to approve a costly



environmental impact study that would signal momentum for the expansion.

Hawthorn Woods resident Vanessa Griffin said the
road would ruin a "beautiful, calm, quiet, nature-soaked community. Don't spend any more tax dollars on
this proposal that has failed time and again," she said.

Lake Forest resident Mary Mathews said the project lacked funding and a regional consensus. She decried
"political gimmicks used to push government projects.”

Others defended the road, saying it would reduce congestion, air pollution and commuting time in Lake
County plus bring jobs and development to the region.

"Thousands upon thousands of cars traverse Lake-Cook Road each day getting to and from Route 53, I-
294 and other destinations in Lake County and beyond," Buffalo Grove Trustee Jeffrey Berman said.
"Regional congestion is near intolerable levels."

The design is for a 45 mph parkway with environmental features aimed at not harming wetlands and
prairie along the route. The tollway would also improve Route 120 west to Route 12 and east to I-294 if it
undertakes the project.

But how to overcome a funding gap of nearly $2 billion -- even with tolls of about 20 cents a mile --
remains a significant hurdle.

Funding ideas for Lake County include a gas tax and increasing tolls.

Tollway Chairman Robert Schillerstrom expects the board will hold a separate vote on the environmental
impact study, independent of a decision on the 2016 budget. The budget vote is slated for December.

"The issue is will the tollway board move forward with an EIS ... and to do that, there has to be a vote and
there has to be money in the budget," Schillerstrom said.
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Regional planning agency hears from Route
53 critics

Ronnie Wachter . Contact Reporter
Pioneer Press
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Critics, planners of Route 53 met in Libertyville and Kildeer

OCTOBER 19, 2015, 11:32 AM

O ut of approximately 225 people who came to a pair of open houses about the proposed
extension of Illinois Route 53, fans of the idea were hard to find.

The Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning — one of several agencies pushing for the
completion of Route 53, and the one that controls which projects receive federal funding — held
open houses on Oct. 14 in Libertyville and Oct. 15 in Kildeer to meet residents who are interested
in the concept, or expect to be affected by it.

Toward the end of the Kildeer meeting, CMAP principal Jason Navota said he had seen a mix of
opinions in the past two nights. Daniel Grove, principal of design and planning firm Lakota
Group, said he was pleased with the 75 visitors who came the night before, and the 150 who
showed up the second night.

"That would speak to more people coming out in opposition to the road," Grove said as a group of
those opponents, clad in matching T-shirts, milled around him. "We've been trying to have
discussions about this with them. I'm glad they're active."

Article continues below

Grove said both nights featured graphics and charts about the road's possible impact blown up
onto large poster boards. Both he and several of the Oct. 15 visitors noted that they contained only
information that had already been published. Visitors said they were happy to find that leaders in
several capacities — including officials from Long Grove Village Hall and other municipalities —
came to the meetings, giving worried citizens a chance to at least be heard.

For Roswitha Hammack of Hawthorn Woods, the question she faced was how Route 53 might



affect her.
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"My life is going to be ruined, that's the answer," she said.

At the meeting, she met Hawthorn Woods neighbors Barbara Barrie and Kim Starke, who also did
not appreciate the information offered.

"I've lost half of my assessed value, and the taxes have gone up," Starke said.

The two gatherings centered around the Illinois Tollway's decades-old desire to extend Route 53 —
the toll-free highway it owns in western Cook County — from its current northern end point at
Lake Cook Road in Buffalo Grove up to Illinois Route 120 in Grayslake. With a price tag currently
estimated at about $2.3 billion, the proposal would create a 12.5-mile road that officials have said

would be cognizant of noise concerns, growing traffic, commercial development and sensitive
wetlands.

Barrie said a major highway pumping commuters through northwest Lake County was not why
she moved to her presently rural area.

"I enjoy the peace and tranquillity," she said.
"And you pay a ton of taxes for it," Starke added.

The three new friends also discussed storm-water runoff, and feared that the maps that the
organizers brought did not accurately reflect flooding concerns.

Mary Conway, a real estate agent, said she came to the open house to pick up any new
information she could scrounge. Looking at one of the maps of what her business area could
become, she worried about how a new road would affect the market.

"I'm just trying to wrap my head around what's happening here," Conway said. "Right now, no
one in this area can sell."

But if the highway is built, its planners expect that there will be plenty to buy. Figures shown to
visitors at the meeting predicted considerable residential and commercial growth along the
renovated Route 120:

 More than 3.26 million square feet of retail

« Between 9,400 and 10,000 single-family homes



Along Route 53, though, estimates call for less growth:
¢ 1 to 1.2 million square feet of new retail
* 2,500 to almost 3,000 single-family homes

The public input effort will continue as CMAP officials are requesting opinions, concerns and
insights at lakecorridorplan.org or info@cmap.illinois.gov, through Oct. 23.

rwachter@pioneerlocal.com

Twitter: @RonnieAtPioneer
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