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         MEETING MINUTES OF THE 

LONG GROVE ARCHITECTURAL COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING  

October 21, 2013 

7:00 P.M. 

 
Call to Order:   Chairman Michaelson-Cohn, called the regular meeting of the Long Grove Architectural 

Commission (AC) to order at 7:08 p.m. with the following members present;  

 

Members Present: Lynn Michaelson-Cohn; Chairman, Eric Styer, Mark Howard and Marietta Calas.   

 

   Also Present: Village Planner James Hogue, and members of the public. 

 

Absent: Commissioner Tapas 

 

1.   Approval of the September 16, 2013 Draft Meeting Minutes. 

 

  A motion was made by Commissioner Styer, seconded by Commissioner Howard, to accept the draft 

minutes as corrected (typo’s).  On a voice vote; all aye. 

 

2. Consideration of a request for signage for the “Ryan Messer Insurance Agency” within the “B-1” 

Historic Business District, on property known as 437 Robert Parker Coffin Road, Submitted by Sign 

Effects. 

 

Planner Hogue explained the property in question is located at 437 RFD, on the east side of Robert 

Parker Coffin Road very near the covered bridge and next to “Cigars & More”. 

 

In 2006 an application for signage was received for the “Blue Ambiance Spa” at this location. “Blue 

Ambience” has been out of business for several years and the building has been vacant since that time. 

 

As submitted the petitioner proposes two ground signs, to be constructed of carved wood. The signs will 

be placed in the front and rear of the property. Signs would be mounted to black 4” wooden posts 

approximately 6’ 3” high. The proposed color scheme for the signage is gold & red lettering on black 

back ground.   The signage does reflect the elements suggested for signage within the B-1 Historic 

District per the adopted “ Downtown Design Guidelines” (attached). 

 

Square footage of the commercial space for which the sign is being requested is 3,500 square feet based 

upon petitioners’ application.  As such, petitioner is limited to a total of 30 square feet of signage within 

the “B-1” Historic Business District.  Total signage may not exceed 30 square feet.  As proposed the 

front sign will be utilize the illumination approved for the “Blue Ambience” sign. No new or additional 

illumination is proposed. Two signs of 24 square feet (front) and 6 square feet (rear) are proposed. The 

panel signs, proposed to be mounted on the front sign, are permissible provided they are included in the 

24 square foot calculation for this (front) sign. This sign is proposed to be in the same location as the 

“Blue Ambiance Sign”. No traffic hazards vehicular or pedestrian are anticipated with signage at this 

location. 
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He further noted the signage as proposed is not approvable. Petitioner proposes two monument (ground) signs. 

Per the Village Code only one Ground sign is permitted (excerpt below); 

 

Number: The limit of signs per business establishment is one ground sign, one nameplate sign, and one wall 

sign or one canopy sign. Such signs, singularly or in combination, shall not exceed the maximum permitted sign 

area. 

 

A hanging sign or wall sign could be substituted for the 2
nd

 ground sign in the back of the building and then be 

considered approvable. 

 

Mr. Ryan Messer indicated he had spoken with staff and was aware of the issue of having two ground signs. He 

noted other properties along Robert Parker Coffin Road (abutting the Stemple Parking Lot) had similar sign 

configurations. However, he indicated a hanging sign to be placed in the middle “bay” of the rear porch would 

be attractive and may actually serve his needs better than a second ground sign. The sign would be centered and 

proportioned to fit in the space and may actually be smaller than the 3’ x 2’ sign actually proposed for the rear 

of the structure.  

 

The AC questioned the size of the ground sign proposed for the front of the building and whether they were 

included in the 24 square foot calculation of that sign. The petitioner indicated that the panel signs were indeed 

included in that calculation although the sign “proof” was not clear on that calculation. The AC requested a 

“final proof” be submitted accurately reflecting the dimensions of that sign including the panel signs.  

 

Commissioner Styer noted that directional signage could also be placed on the property if customers were 

having trouble locating the business from the Stemple Parking Lot.  Planner Hogue concurred that directional 

signage could be utilized provided it is 2 square feet in area or less and not used for commercial purposes. Such 

signage may be approved administratively.  

 

The AC liked the look of the signage as proposed at this location.  

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Calas, seconded by Commissioner Howard, to accept the signage as 

submitted with the following conditions; 

 

1. The second ground sign be converted to a hanging sign to be placed in the middle bay of the rear 

porch, centered and scaled to fit the space. 

 

2. Revised scaled drawings be resubmitted showing the exact dimensions and placement of both 

signs. 

 

3. Final approval shall be subject to staff review.   

 

On a voice vote all aye. 

 

A second motion was made Commissioner Styer, seconded by Commissioner Howard, to allow the existing 

lighting to be utilized to illuminate the front sign, except any changes to fixtures, wattage or modifications 

(outside normal repair and maintenance) shall be brought back to the AC for further review. On a voice vote; all 

aye.    
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OTHER BUSINESS:   

 
1). 2014 Meeting Calendar- 

 

Planner Hogue reviewed the 2014 meeting calendar noting as in past years the January meeting would be 

cancelled (Martin Luther King Day) and the February meeting moved up one week to the 2
nd

 Monday in 

February ( 2.10.14). He indicated this was consistent with the way the AC had conducted business for the past 

several years and aside from these changes the AC would regularly meet at 7:00 PM on the third Monday of the 

month. 

 
Commissioner Howard made a motion to accept the 2014 Meeting Calendar as presented, seconded by 

Commissioner Styer.  On a voice vote; all aye. 

 

Adjournment:  Commissioner Calas made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Howard.  On a 

voice vote; all aye.  Meeting adjourned at 7:34 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

James M. Hogue 
James M. Hogue, Village Planner 


