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Town Hall Meeting

A Route 53 Informational Meeting

Monday, August 17th
7:00 p.m.

St. Matthew Lutheran School & Church
24500 N. Old McHenry Road, Hawthorn Woods, IL 60047

Please join Mayor Joseph Mancino and the Village Board of Trustees for a presentation and
update about the proposed Route 53 expansion through our Hawthorn Woods community. This
town hall meeting will take place on Monday, August 17th at 7:00 p.m. at St. Matthew Lutheran
School & Church (24500 N. Old McHenry Road, Hawthorn Woods). We will provide a brief history
of the proposed road and discuss the important issues affecting our community including the
road alignment, financing, land use, and environmental factors.

The proposed Illinois Tollway Route 53 extension into Lake County has been a long discussed
transportation route, with controversial environmental impacts and budgetary shortfalls delaying
its construction over the last two decades. Last summer, the Village of Hawthorn Woods created
a task force consisting of staff, professional consultants, and Board members in order to best
comprehend the local Route 53 feasibility process and represent the Village's interests in
discussions. The task force's findings will be presented at this meeting.

Officially the Village has not taken a position on the road, but has carefully vetted the potential
impacts such a road would have on Hawthorn Woods from land use perspective, environmental
impacts, financial cost, and alignment (height of the tollway). Mayor Mancino states, "It is
critical for Hawthorn Woods residents to understand precisely how the feasibility process has
developed and what impacts are expected should the road project proceed.” This meeting is
open to everyone; all Hawthorn Woods residents are urged to attend. For more information or
questions, please visit www.vhw.org or call (847) 438-5500.
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Hawthorn Woods residents to

hear possible impacts of Rt. 53
extension plan
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This sign on Indian Creek Road in Hawthorn Woods shows where some of the proposed Route 53
extension could go.

Mick Zawislak | Staff Photographer, 2014

Mick Zawislak




The potential impacts of the proposed Route 53 extension on the landscape, financing and environment
in Hawthorn Woods are among the issues to be presented to residents Monday at a town-hall meeting.

Village officials will host an information session at 7 p.m. at the St. Matthew Lutheran School & Church,
24500 N. Old McHenry Road, to provide a brief history and otherwise bring residents up to speed on the
$2.35 billion to $2.65 billion proposal.

For example, parts of the proposed road would be
elevated and could have adverse affect on the sensitive Indian Creek Wetland Complex, village officials
have said. Noise, light, pollution and visual impact are other issues to be considered, Mayor Joe Mancino
said.

"We are presenting a comprehensive look at what our task force has experienced the past 18 months and
specifically, the issues the village will be facing that residents should know about," Mancino said.

Road alignment, financing, land use and environmental issues all are factors that could affect the village,
he said. A task force of staff, consultants and board members created to digest the ongoing feasibility
process is expected to present its observations.

Dual but separate groups have been considering potential ways to pay for the road and the impact on
land uses in the Route 53 corridor.

The former group already has made recommendations to the Illinois State Toll Highway Authority that
include a 4-cent-per-gallon county gasoline tax and a special taxing district. The land use group is
nearing the end of a similar proﬂess.

Mancino said he wanted to hold a town-hall meeting before that wrapped up.

"Many residents have been clamoring to me personally to give them information," he said. "We want to
create a public record before it leaves these local commissions" and is considered by the tollway board.

The village has not taken a position on the road, but residents should know how the feasibility process
has developed and what impacts should be expected, he said.

“It's simply an informational meeting to get the residents engaged in the process,” said Pam Newton, the
village's chief operating officer. "There are a lot of people, I think, who believe the Route 53 project is
dead because of the lack of funding and the financial state of Illinois."

Hawthorn Woods and four other towns in the Route 53 corridor sent letters to the tollway board
objecting to a potential loss of local control over development and the land use planning process.

This past week, county board Chairman Aaron Lawlor, co-chairman of the land use committee, wrote
tollway officials to say the group has been "working diligently" to address the concerns.

He said the land use plan will not require communities to give up any authority and added that details of
a corridor plan should be available for review before a committee vote.

"The Route 53/120 project, like any project of this size, is complex, challenging and comes with a number
of questions that we must work together to answer,” Lawlor wrote to the heads of the toll authority and



the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning, which is overseeing the land use process.

@dhmickzawislak



DailyHerald

Lake County updated: 8/19/2015 6:47 PM

Route 53 extension opponents

rally to convince residents in
person




Route 53 looking north from Lake-Cook Road, where the expressway ends.
Steve Lundy | Staff Photographer, 2014

Mick Zawislak

As Hawthorn Woods Mayor Joe Mancino outlined the history and village concerns about a proposed
Route 53 extension for about 300 interested observers during a town-hall meeting Monday, a much
smaller contingent waited patiently outside.

Members of Livable Lake County, a Grayslake-based group that is accelerating its "Stop the Route 53 tax
hike" campaign, were seeking signatures on post cards to send to Gov. Bruce Rauner. That followed a

stint a few weeks ago where the group doubled expectations by collecting about 1,000 signatures at its
booth at the Lake County Fair.

There's also an online petition. But the emphasis has
been on face-to-face contact ahead of an eventual decision by the Illinois State Toll Highway Authority
on whether to proceed to preliminary engineering and an environmental impact study in the revived

(http://www.illinoistollway.com/construction-and-planning/community-outreach/illinois-route-53-120-

-PTQJT?.CQ to Route 120.

"We've been trying to do in-person petitioning. We're finding the public is uninformed about the issue,"
said Barbara Klipp, a Grayslake resident and one of the group organizers. "Anything that's related to
Route 53, we try to go."

And they have help. A group called Long Grove United took a box of post cards, Klipp said. Livable Lake
County is seeking partners to create a broader organization.

"We are hopefully going to form an alliance with Barb's group,” said Marcia Marshall, organizer of the
Long Grove group that formed in 2012 to educate residents on various issues, such as a village property



tax and public roads, and to get people to the polls. Route 53 is an emerging issue for the group,
Marshall said.

"We are just beginning to get information on Route 53, and what we're learning is very alarming. It's not
the cost in dollars and cents, although it's astronomical and hard to fathom." Quality of life and
environmental concerns are other factors, she said.

Opposition has been a part of the Route 53 process since it was proposed more than 50 years ago.
Interest in the project has ebbed and flowed since, but the most recent push for a four-lane, limited-
access, parkway-style road plan is considered the last, best chance to proceed. County officials and many
communities staunchly back the project to reduce traffic congestion and attract development.

But five towns along the corridor -- Hawthorn Woods, Long Grove, Kildeer, Mundelein and Round Lake --
are wary of mechanisms being considered to help fund the $2.35 billion to $2.65 billion proposal. They
fear losing local control over development decisions and say all communities should share the cost via a
special taxing district being considered along the corridor.

Mancino said he organized the town hall meeting to educate residents and was not surprised by the
turnout. About a third were from out of town, with several county board members and transportation
officials in the audience.

The presentation, which has been posted at www.vhw.org

(http://www.vhw.org/DocumentCenter/View/1303)was specific to Hawthorn Woods and concerns such as

noise, pollution and impact on the environment from elevated portions of the road.

"We really tried our best to present a balanced story," Mancino said.

Lake County Board Chairman Aaron Lawlor said all concerns must work together to answer questions
about the complex project.

"There were a number of valid concerns, and a number of inaccuracies that we're going to address," he
said of Mancino's presentation.

@dhmickzawislak (https://twitter.com/dhMickZawislak)
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